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by Stanley and Sherry Eyster 
Each evening at 7:00, eighty chil-
dren and teachers excitedly lined up 
by "tribes" in preparation for another 
adventure into the Old Testament 
during Moses' time. To bring the 
assembly into the spirit of Moses' 
time, each session began in the sanc-
tuary with depositing the offering 
into "stone tablets" and singing to-
gether songs such as "God Leads" 
(the theme song), "Go Down, 
Moses," "Shalom," and "How Did 
Moses Cross the Red Sea?' 
The young children particularly 
enjoyed the puppets which intro-
duced the theme and lesson for each 
day except Wednesday. After this 
20-minute period, which also in-
cluded announcements, mission's 
project, etc., all the students and 
teachers trooped out by tribes again 
to an area outside on the grass where 
"Moses" and sometimes "Aaron" 
and "Pharaoh" were waiting. In his 
long white beard (artificial), white 
Stanley and Sherry Eyster were the direc-
tors of this 1985 Vacation Bible School, 
sponsored by Morning Hour Chapel, East 
Berlin, Pa. 
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"Moses," "Aaron," and "Pharaoh" acting out the plagues. 
hair (real), and shepherd's crook, 
"Moses" (pastor James Esh) looked 
just like a picture in their Sunday 
school papers, only this one was real. 
Daily, in first person, "Moses" 
and sometimes "Aaron" held their 
audience enthralled as they recounted 
their experiences. Although not very 
adept at changing rods into snakes 
or water into blood, "Moses" helped 
the biblical Moses come alive. "Pha-
raoh" also appeared periodically, 
helping the children realize some of 
the difficulty the Egyptians had with 
the plagues. 
When "Moses' " visit was over, it 
was time to embark under tribal 
banner to the various classrooms 
where the teachers had further devel-
oped the theme of the day. 
In the classroom, tribes were 
greeted with activities geared to their 
age level which emphasized some 
important lesson. The activities 
ranged from making little lambs to 
paper flies, frogs, sandals, dioramas 
of the Passover and a scale model 
tabernacle. Having so many flies 
and frogs made us feel like we were 
in a real plague. 
The Passover meal celebrated on 
Wednesday was in many ways one 
of the most solemn and at the same 
time the most exciting event expe-
rienced. After dressing in bathrobe, 
turbans, and sandals (made the pre-
vious day as a project), and some 
with walking sticks, young and old 
alike shuffled solemnly into the Fel-
lowship Hall. 
"Levite" priests carrying the ark. 
Shawn Eyster & Andy Miller 
holding the model tabernacle. 
Celebrating the Passover. 
All were seated as "Moses" gave a 
brief explanation of each part of the 
"feast." Then everyone stood to eat 
the meal, just as the Children of 
Israel did. After "Aaron" sprinkled 
the door with "lamb's blood," each 
child and adult partook of the lamb 
meat, grape juice, figs, dates, bitter 
herbs (lettuce and vinegar) and un-
leavened bread. As the last strains of 
"Shalom" faded away, the partici-
pants shuffled hurriedly out, leaving 
a few crumbs, and a lot of "bitter 
herbs" behind, but taking with them 
a never-to-be-forgotten memory. 
Some of the youth were given the 
opportunity to visit the Hebrew tab-
ernacle in Lancaster. The full scale 
model of the tabernacle and infor-
mative narration provided inspira-
tion for our own smaller scale taber-
nacle and further reinforced our 
biblical adventure into Moses' time. 
Yes, months of preparation, prayer, 
and planning went into the week's 
activities, but teacher and student 
enthusiasm, plus the spiritual growth 
which we experienced, made it all 
worthwhile. • 
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by G. Roger Schoenhals 
As the curtain rises on the first 
Easter morning, we see a handful of 
women winding their way to the 
garden tomb. They carry containers 
of spices and ointments. And they 
bear grief. Jesus, their Lord, is dead 
and they come to anoint his body. 
Though they know a boulder 
blocks the opening of the grave, they 
come, hoping that somehow, some-
one will roll it away. When they 
arrive, they lift their eyes to confront 
the stone. What they see makes them 
gasp. It's gone! The door is open! 
Entering, they see a young man 
wearing white and sitting next to a 
slab of stone. He speaks to the 
bewildered women, "Don't be 
Roger Schoenhals lives in Seattle, 
Washington. 
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alarmed." And then, he delivers the 
first Easter sermon.1 In that dark, 
hollow tomb he proclaims the five 
affirmations of Easter. 
He lives! 
The angel begins at the point of 
their experience. "You are looking 
for Jesus. . . . He is not here. See 
Evangelical Visitor 
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the place where they laid him." But 
along with the obvious, he adds 
something new. News heard for the 
first time. He tells them plainly, "He 
has risen!" 
Three words. Three historical 
words. Words that form the founda-
tion of our faith. Words of life and 
hope. 
Every week we gather to celebrate 
these words and to worship the liv-
ing Christ. And every year when 
Easter rolls around we really let it 
ring. We heartily sing words such as, 
"Up from the grave he arose" and 
"He rose triumphantly, in power 
and majesty." We nearly yell it, 
"Jesus Christ lives!" 
And because Jesus lives, we live. 
We experience the results of his 
atoning death. We enjoy his daily 
presence. And we have his immeasur-
able power working inside of us to 
mold us into his image and to help us 
win our daily battles with temptation. 
He sends us out! 
The second affirmation of Easter 
takes us outside of ourselves. Again, 
the angel says it plainly. "Go, tell," 
he exhorts. Speaking for the Lord, 
he gives them a mission to spread the 
good news. 
We express our belief in the resur-
rection not only with our hearts, but 
with our feet. By sharing the Easter 
event with others, we fulfill the will 
of God. 
To me, the most vivid picture of 
Easter is not a tourist's photograph 
of the garden tomb. It's the portrait 
John paints of Peter racing to the 
empty grave. We see his robes flying 
in the wind. We see his face—eager, 
excited. He runs with purpose. 
Easter reminds us of our highest 
purpose. Life is more than eating, 
sleeping, working, and playing. It's 
even more than enjoying God's love 
and forgiveness. What matters most 
is that we take seriously his com-
mand to "Go into all the world and 
preach the good news to all crea-
tion."2 
Maybe we won't literally "go tell it 
on the mountain," but we can dust 
off some other means of getting out 
the message. Sincerely expressing a 
word of concern, sharing what God 
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has done for us, offering encour-
agement, performing a thoughtful 
deed—these are some of the ways we 
can make known the realness of Easter. 
He goes before us! 
He sends us out, but not alone. 
The angel told the women, "He is 
going ahead of you." And so the 
third affirmation of Easter is the 
promise of his leadership. 
The empty tomb means we can 
have confidence in the future. We 
know that when we get to tomorrow 
or next year, Jesus is already there. 
When trouble comes or tragedy 
strikes, Jesus knows of it before-
hand. He abides both in the present 
and in the future. 
The disciples discovered this when 
they were fishing on the Sea of Gali-
lee. Jesus called from shore, telling 
them where to throw their nets. And 
then he called them to the campfire 
and to the breakfast he had prepared 
for them. Heaven will be like that. 
When we arrive we will find our 
Host ready and waiting for us. 
Jesus lives to guide us through 
rough seas and to lead us beside still 
waters. He lives to lead us in paths of 
righteousness. We serve a risen 
shepherd! 
He reveals himself! 
The angel told the women that if 
the disciples went to Galilee, they 
would see Jesus. He would reveal 
himself to them. The fourth affirma-
tion of Easter, then, is the possibility 
of having a personal experience with 
Jesus Christ. We can know him. 
After leaving the tomb, Mary of 
Magdala met Jesus in the garden. 
She thought he was a gardener. But 
Jesus revealed his identity to her. 
She saw him as the Lord.3 
And what about the two men who 
walked along the Emmaus road with 
the stranger? That evening, as he 
blessed the meal, their eyes were 
opened and they recognized him.4 
The risen Christ is not hiding. He 
desires to make himself known to 
anyone who will "confess with your 
mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from 
the dead."5 
Easter means we can know Jesus 
as personal Savior and Lord. That's 
why a popular Easter song ends with 
the words, "You ask me how I know 
he lives: he lives within my heart." 
He keeps his word! 
Jesus said he would be crucified 
and buried and on the third day 
arise. He said it three times during 
the week prior to his death. And 
through his prophets, he said it 
repeatedly in the Old Testament. 
When he rose from the dead, 
Jesus proved to us he could be 
trusted. The angel reminded the 
women of this when he added the 
words, "just as he told you." 
Easter means affirming the faith-
fulness of God. It means taking fresh 
hold on the promises of God. Prom-
ises about his help in times of temp-
tation. Promises about his going to 
prepare a place for us in heaven. 
Promises about his return. 
Friends will let us down. At times 
our own family will fail us. But not 
Jesus. We can count on him. 
When our children were young, 
we organized an annual Easter egg 
hunt. We hosted several dozen 
youngsters from the neighborhood. 
As the parents scurried around hid-
ing the eggs in the vacant lot next 
door, I met with the children in a 
make-shift chapel in our double 
garage. 
During those few moments with 
the bundled-up, rosy-cheeked chil-
dren, I tried desperately to hold their 
attention as I told the Easter story. I 
showed them a brightly colored egg 
and attempted to draw comparisons 
between it and new life and the 
resurrection. 
For some of the children it was 
probably their first hearing of the 
Easter story. Maybe the only hear-
ing. That's not true for most of us. 
We've heard it over and over. 
But how good to hear it again. 
Five affirmations that lift us and 
carry us forward. Jesus lives! He 
sends us out! He goes before us! He 
reveals himself! He keeps his word! 
'Mark 16:6-7 
2 Mark 16:15 
3John 20:14-18 
4Luke 24:13-35 
5 Romans 10:9 
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Pontius 
Pilate and us 
one way or 
the other 
by Kenneth L. Gibble 
Consider Pontius Pilate. 
What we know of him isn't much. 
From Josephus, Jewish historian of 
the first century, A.D., we learn that 
Kenneth Gibble lives in Arlington, VA. 
he served as Roman procurator of 
Judea during the years 26(?)-36(?). 
His ten years in office would indicate 
he did a reasonably good job; most 
of his predecessors and successors 
didn't last that long. 
Josephus says further that on one 
occasion Pilate used military force 
to put down a Jewish protest. It was 
this retaliation that stirred up enough 
furor to have him recalled to Rome. 
But it is not for these details that 
we remember Pilate. Our interest 
focuses on one day, a day that stands 
in the middle of time itself. We see a 
beaten, solitary figure standing before 
Pilate, and we wonder: What is 
going through Pilate's mind? Does 
he have any idea of who this Gali-
lean rabbi is? Why did he make an 
attempt to set Jesus free? Was it 
because he was frightened by his 
wife's dream? Or was Pilate simply a 
pawn of fate? 
We cannot know the answers to 
these questions, of course, but each 
generation of Christians asks them. 
And there is a reason the questions 
keep getting asked, a reason rooted 
in the humanity we share with Pilate 
and the doubts we have about our 
decisions and the dreams that haunt 
our sleep. We wonder not because 
we care that much about Pilate, but 
because we care about ourselves, 
and we wonder whether, at the last, 
we are not also a pawn of fate, of life 
itself. 
There was no answer for Pilate 
either, if indeed he asked himself 
that question when Jesus stood in 
front of him with a ribbon or two of 
blood trickling down his bruised 
cheeks. But maybe Pilate didn't ask 
it then because he didn't know this 
Jew from Moses and anyway it was 
part of the unpleasantness of his job 
to head off trouble at the pass. 
What Pilate can't figure out is why 
these Jews don't just settle down and 
let the Romans run the show for a 
while. Why do they insist on taking 
their religion so seriously? He looks 
at the silent prisoner who stands 
with his hands tied in front of him. 
"Are you the king of the Jews?" 
Pilate says with an ill-concealed 
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sneer. Silence. Pilate's stomach 
tightens and he notices, to his great 
disgust, that his voice sounds a little 
too shrill when he asks his next ques-
tion: "Don't you hear what these 
. . . people . . . (he gestures with 
a contemptuous wave of his hand) 
are accusing you of?" The wretched 
figure in front of him sways on his 
feet ever so slightly, but says not a 
word. 
And now Pilate sees the whole 
thing, sees the ravenous look on the 
faces of the accusers, and he knows 
they want this upcountry rabbi 
lynched, for heaven knows what rea-
son, and that they won't take 'No' for 
an answer. And he sees too that their 
charges against him are a trumped-
up hand, and what's more, they're 
holding all the aces. There's no one 
to speak on his behalf, and he won't 
say a word to defend himself. 
For all his political moxie, Pilate 
is blessed, or cursed, with two traits 
that keep him from sleeping nights. 
One is a conscience. He is a Roman; 
he believes in law and justice. What's 
right is right. And what's wrong is 
dragging some poor soul in here 
who's had the bad judgment to make 
enemies of men who play for keeps. 
Pilate curses his Roman conscience; 
how much easier to do his job with-
out it! And had he been aware of it, 
he might also have cursed the other 
trait that gets him into trouble—his 
obstinacy. He doesn't like to be 
pushed around, especially by these 
fanatical Jews. 
Maybe there is a way out. He'll 
release the prisoner in keeping with a 
custom invented years back by a 
predecessor who had a good eye for 
public relations. But it doesn't work; 
the growing mob insists on their 
option: Release the murderous radi-
cal Barabbas instead of Jesus, they 
demand. And now Pilate feels the 
perspiration gathering on his upper 
lip. Things are getting tight. And a 
voice inside his head asks at last, 
"Why me?" Or maybe the voice is 
saying "Woe is me!" which, when 
you think about it, is pretty much 
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the same thing, one way or the other. 
On way or the other is exactly the 
choice he has, Pilate knows. One 
way is to play it smart, to do the 
expedient thing, let them have their 
pound of flesh from this Galilean 
nobody who'll be forgotten inside of 
three weeks. No skin off my back, 
Pilate tells himself. It is an unfortu-
nate choice of imagery, for it reminds 
him of the sounds of flogging he had 
heard not long before. Pilate looks 
again at the man whose life rests in 
his hands. 
The other way—defy these jackals 
in the name of conscience or ob-
stinacy—do the right thing, save the 
prisoner's neck, and maybe his own 
soul in the bargain. The price—quite 
possibly recall to Rome to face 
disgrace. 
Half to himself, half to those who 
stand waiting, Pilate asks: "What 
shall I do with this Jesus?" And the 
answer storms his ears: "Let him be 
crucified!" 
So Pilate makes his decision. And 
the question comes again: Was Pilate 
a victim of the times, the circum-
stances, a pawn of fate? Or doesn't 
that plea hold up? Was he, rather, a 
man who chose wrongly? Take your 
pick—it's one way or the other. 
But before you choose, take one 
final look at the Roman procurator. 
See Pilate standing in front of the 
crowd. He has called for water, and 
as it is poured out, he washes his 
hands and cfies, "I am innocent of 
this man's blood; see to it your-
selves." And now, look away quickly, 
for it is an embarrassing sight. Such 
a pathetic, futile gesture. But, of 
course, Pilate could not know he 
would be remembered thus through 
the ages. And if he really believed he 
had no choice in the matter, then 
why the water and why the washing 
of hands? 
Deep down, Pilate knew it was no 
good. His hands would never be 
clean, any more than his conscience 
would. And at night, wakened by 
one of his wife's bad dreams, Pilate 
could see that forlorn figure stand-
ing in front of him again. And Pilate 
would know that there are choices 
that can never be unmade. It was not 
that the death of Jesus was depend-
ent on Pontius Pilate. In fact, the 
death Pilate caused was not our 
Lord's death; it was his own death, 
his own soul's death. 
But we shed no tears for Pilate. 
It's ourselves we worry about. We 
ask, "How free am I? My body, with 
its limitations and its susceptibility 
to heart disease or high blood pres-
sure or cancer, is determined by 
heredity. My psyche has been condi-
tioned by the way my parents treated 
me in my early years. I am controlled 
by economics, by politicians, by half 
a hundred other factors I am help-
less to change. I am Victim. I am 
Pawn. 
And, of course, that is one way to 
think of it. 
But there is the other way. It 
means acknowledging certain undeni-
able limitations we face, but never-
theless accepting the burden of hu-
man freedom. It means hearing the 
beat of a different drummer, and 
marching to it. It means making 
choices, even when the right answers 
are far from clear. It may mean 
accepting the role, not of procura-
tor, but of the crucified. It means 
recognizing that some decisions 
mean we can't go back again. 
It's true that part of life is what 
happens to us. But the other part is 
also true—to some extent we become 
what we choose to become. It's faith 
that saves us in the end. Faith that 
our choices are not just leaps into the 
dark, but into the everlasting arms. 
It is faith that teaches us we were 
destined to be more than victims, 
more than pawns, nothing less than 
free men and free women. And it is 
faith, too, that assures us that Christ 
himself made the free choice to come 
to us in love, and that in this coming, 
God was present and is present, 
reconciling the world to God. 
We call that divine choice "grace." 
And without it, there wouldn't be 
much point to the whole thing. • 
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It's Sunday morning. Mom and 
Dad frantically try to rouse two 
sleepy children, get them dressed in 
their Sunday best, feed them break-
fast, keep them clean, begin prepara-
tions for Sunday dinner, bundle ev-
eryone into the car, and arrive at 
church in time. They take Baby 
downstairs to the nursery and leave 
her screaming with "strangers." Up 
in the sanctuary for the worship ser-
vice, they sink gratefully into their 
seats, only to wrestle with Junior 
who can't sit still and who whispers 
not too softly every few minutes, 
"When is it going to be over?" After 
church they go home with a baby 
who's tired, hungry and cranky, and 
Junior who is also hungry and ready 
to release all his pent-up energy. 
Everyone waits impatiently while 
Mom fixes dinner. Only after the 
dishes are done, Baby is sleeping, 
and Junior is outside playing can 
Mom and Dad relax—that is, until 
it's time to go back to church for a 
committee meeting and the evening 
service. 
Does that sound familiar? Isn't 
there a better way? That scenario 
and variations of it are acted out by 
families all over the country every 
Sunday. For some it's worse, for 
some better, and for some just a dif-
ferent set of hassles. But the tension 
is there. Realizing that making Sun-
day the day of rest we believe God 
intended it to be is a common prob-
lem for many Christian families, the 
Allegheny Conference Commission 
on Home planned a workshop on 
the subject as part of the Christian 
Education Seminar held last Sep-
tember at the Grantham Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
The workshop was led by Lynn 
Thrush, pastor of the Fairview 
A'day of rest? 
by Harriet Bicksler 
Harriet Bicksler is the Visitor page editor 
for the Board for Congregational Life. 
Avenue Brethren in Christ Church 
in Waynesboro, Pa., and attracted 
about twenty people. At the request 
of the Commission on Home, I also 
attended the workshop so that I 
could share with a wider audience 
the content of the discussion on this 
important topic. 
Lynn began with the statement 
that "this hour together has the 
potential for being life-changing." In 
order to set the tone and focus the 
issues for the 1 |4-hour workshop, he 
gave us this nine-question "quiz": 
1. Give the last date you received 
a "good night's sleep." 
2. Do you consider yourself often 
to be tired? 
3. Are the Ten Commandments 
optional or obligatory upon 
Christians? 
4. Which of the Ten Command-
ments speaks to a day of rest? 
5. How many days a week are we 
commanded in which to get 
our work done? 
6. Do you consciously keep a 
Sabbath? 
7. How do you feel about NFL 
games on Sunday afternoon? 
8. Who said this: "There can be 
little in order in the private 
world . . . when there is no 
appreciation for the meaning 
and pursuit of genuine rest." 
9. How does your church assist 
you in observing the Sabbath? 
After we compared our answers to 
those questions, Lynn led us to the 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
Bible. Before reading Exodus 20:8-
11, Exodus 31:17, Isaiah 58:13, 14, 
and Mark 2:27, he told us to listen 
and try to find something new in 
these familiar passages. He noted 
that God established the principle of 
a regular rest at the time of creation 
and that, according to Jesus in Mark 
2:27, the Sabbath is a gift to us from 
God. 
In groups of three, we then focused 
our attention on some of the ways in 
which our culture presses upon us so 
that it is difficult to benefit from the 
Sabbath day of rest. Several ideas 
were suggested. First, many places 
of business are open on Sunday— 
shopping malls, amusement parks, 
restaurants, and other places of enter-
tainment. Secondly, many people 
are victims of the materialism of our 
society; the pressure to live well 
often requires that both husband 
and wife work or that the husband 
hold down two jobs. In addition, the 
work ethic, in which the Brethren in 
Christ have always strongly believed, 
and the pressure to be productive 
and successful tend to make it hard 
for us to relax and do nothing with-
out feeling guilty. 
We generally agreed that there are 
numerous benefits to resisting these 
cultural pressures and learning to 
take advantage of the gift of the 
Sabbath. Lynn noted that our bodies, 
minds, spirits, and emotions all re-
quire regular amounts of rest in 
order to function properly. The model 
for observing "the rhythm of rest" 
comes from God himself who showed 
us that "this rest was not meant to be 
a luxury, but rather a necessity for 
those who want to have growth and 
maturity" (Gordon MacDonald, 
Ordering Your Private World, p. 
176). Someone in the group pointed 
out that although Jesus said, "I have 
brought you glory on earth by com-
pleting the work you gave me to do" 
(John 17:4), at the end of his minis-
try, he obviously wasn't finished 
with all that he could have done. 
Also, recognizing his own physical 
and spiritual needs, he frequently 
went off by himself to rest and pray. 
The appeal of a day of rest is fairly 
clear, but participants very easily 
listed a number of major obstacles 
which prevent them from not work-
ing one day a week. Some of those 
are: family expectations, the tradi-
tional ordering of the day (including 
three services at church), work sched-
ules, Monday morning needs requir-
ing work the day before, being mar-
ried to a non-Christian. Immediate 
changes that some felt they could 
make include getting rid of the tele-
vision (which they felt prevents them 
from truly resting because it fills 
their minds with unrestful images), 
doing the cooking for Sunday on 
Saturday, and focusing more on 
their inward journeys through prayer. 
It also seems clear that something 
needs to be done about the way that 
our church schedules often contrib-
ute to the hectic pace of Sundays. 
All this talk about observing a day 
of rest made some wonder just what 
"rest" is. Whenever we discuss what 
kind of activities are appropriate for 
Sunday, there is the danger of mak-
ing legalistic prohibitions that are 
against the spirit of rest and relaxa-
tion. For example, is it wrong to 
play baseball on Sunday or to work 
in the garden if those are things that 
relax you in some way, that you 
enjoy but don't have time for any 
other day? Two definitions of rest 
were suggested: 1) it's a change from 
what we always do, and 2) it's a 
chance to cultivate the other parts of 
us (whether body, mind, or soul). 
That implies, then, that what is 
genuinely restful for one person may 
not be restful for another. 
Underlying the discussion about 
our need for a "restful day" once a 
week was also the assumption that 
unless we take time to rest we will 
not really be able to worship on 
Sunday. Lester Zook, one of the 
participants in the workshop, pointed 
out later that the Sabbath isn't in-
tended solely for a "meaningful lei-
sure experience," but rather for wor-
ship. If we can begin to understand 
how to incorporate leisure into the 
rhythm of our work routine through-
out the week, perhaps the Sabbath 
can once again be reserved for 
worship. 
That theme was echoed in answers 
to the question, "What attracts you 
to observing the kind of Sabbath 
experience we have been talking 
about?" Participants mentioned the 
"sense of sanity" a meaningful Sab-
bath rest would bring, as well as the 
blessing of being with the Lord. One 
person suggested that we are called 
to be the salt of the earth but won-
dered how we can do that if we don't 
take time out occasionally. 
A paraphrase of Romans 12:1 
summed up the mood of the work-
shop: "Be not conformed to the rat-
race . . . !" I think everyone agreed 
with that as a goal, but lots of ques-
tions remained as to how to accom-
plish it. Although the "guidelines for 
a restful day" (as Lynn Thrush sub-
titled the workshop) were helpful, 
they were not the final answer to 
each individual's particular situation. 
While each of us who attended may 
not have found a perfect solution to 
our own problem, it was good to 
share with others who are also work-
ing at making Sunday a day that is 
qualitatively different than all the 
rest. • 
Recommended reading 
Ordering Your Private World, by 
Gordon MacDonald (from which 
the quotation in question #8 was 
tasken), and In Praise of Leisure, by 
Harold Lehman. 
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Video in the congregation 
by Glenn M. Lehman 
C ^ e n e r a t i o n s learned vini, vidi, vici. 
Julius Caesar's words are more likely 
to be understood today as misspell-
ings of video. Compared to the revo-
lution in the way we exchange infor-
mation, Julius's conquest of France 
may be small potatoes. 
I walk into a McDonalds for a 
break I deserve today. To my right a 
video screen shows drive-in custom-
ers. Ahead, another screen lists the 
inventory offish on the grill. I stop at 
the bank and see myself on a security 
screen. Television goes along on 
adventures to the moon and on 
quests for the Titantic at the bottom 
of the Atlantic. Will I go to church 
and find it there? 
Henry Renn does. "I grew up as a 
TV kid," he says in his office in the 
Lancaster Church of the Brethren 
where he has been assistant pastor 
since 1982. "I sympathize with those 
who watch too much TV. But watch-
ing TV is not a battle we are going to 
win. So why not use it for our good?" 
In 1950, ten percent of homes had 
television. In 1980, 98 percent did. 
By 1970, you probably did. All gul-
lible consumers of the medium we 
were in those days. By 1980, video 
cameras and recorders came into the 
pocketbook range of the average 
consumer. Next year one in three 
homes will have video recorders. 
Glenn Lehman lives with his wife and two 
young children in Lancaster, Pa. He is a 
member of the East Chestnut Street Menno-
nite Church and is editor of the Lancaster 
Conference News. A Meetinghouse article. 
From now until the time you read 
the last word of this article, 314 
video cassettes will be sold—one 
sold now, and before you catch your 
breath, another one. 
Henry Renn continues: "We hand-
ed out all those tracts and Gospels of 
John. Now we pass out tapes. This is 
the first audio-visual we've had we 
can send home. Someone's donating 
a player to the church and we will 
send that to homes which need it. 
Films, film strips, and overheads the 
people see at church once." 
In short, video is to the television 
age what the mimeograph machine 
is to the age of print: every church, 
no matter how small, can become a 
producer for its own members. If I 
had any doubt that we live in a tele-
vision age, it was dispelled at a con-
ference of ministers who over lunch 
exegeted "where's the beef?" more 
handily than the text of the keynote 
sermon. 
Has television like Caesar, as the 
old preachers predicted, made its 
final conquest of the known world, 
try as we once did to stem the flood? 
Or are we getting wise and taking 
control? Will you soon take a video 
camera into your hands and make 
television? 
If there is a revolution out there in 
communications, it is that the tools 
of television are coming into the 
hands of the people—and into even' 
the smallest congregation. The reign 
of Hollywood is over. Television 
doesn't mean the three networks 
anymore. In fact, the networks' share 
of prime-time television went from 
91 percent in 1977-78 to 73 percent 
in 1984-85. You can watch what you 
want to watch. You can rent a movie 
at the grocery store. If you don't like 
what is for sale or rent or on the 
channels, you can produce your 
own. 
Does your congregation know this? 
Ron Byler of the Mennonite 
Church's Media Ministries asked his 
constituency that question. He got 
horse and buggy answers. Not even a 
handful of our churches are crea-
tively using video, although more 
than a baker's dozen borrow equip-
ment for particular occasions. Why 
let the devil, to paraphrase Luther, 
have this new tool? 
Some use of video 
Henry Renn thinks that a video 
tape lending library would be the 
bare-bones congregational participa-
tion in video ministry. He says, "Our 
video lending library took off right 
from the start. Many Sunday school 
teachers are using it in their class-
rooms. I hope it leads to other uses." 
Other uses he finds for video 
include taping the worship services 
for shut-ins, taping the annual chil-
dren's drama and other special pro-
grams, and having youth role play 
Bible stories on video. "For youth 
tapes," he says, "the end product is 
not as important as the process. To 
be on the screen they have to research 
the Bible. That's motivation!" 
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At the Harrisonburg (VA) Men-
nonite Church a teacher of an adult 
class used video "clips" from several 
movies about the holocaust shown 
on commercial television. The short 
clips stimulated discussion. The 
teacher of the third and fourth grad-
ers, who was having difficulties keep-
ing discipline, used clips from a 
movie about the Ten Command-
ments and video made for good dis-
cussion and discipline. 
The sixth and seventh grade class 
at Hesston Mennonite Church used 
video to learn critical viewing skills. 
Some deaf Mennonites have found 
that video makes possible a study of 
their faith in a way never before pos-
sible. Spanish-speaking congrega-
tions and pastors, especially in Texas 
and Florida, find video quick and 
responsive where institutional con-
nections are few and distant. 
First Mennonite Church, in Berne, 
Ind., and the Neffsville (PA) Men-
nonite Church, to name just two 
others, are using video. Some exam-
ples of what they can now do or 
think about doing: 
—tapes to orient new members or 
instruct seekers of baptism, 
—tape segments of broadcast pro-
grams (copyrights limit such use to 
your home) as "handouts" for discus-
sion, 
—see missionary reports from the 
field, 
—receive seminary-level instruc-
tion at home, 
—improve the skills of worship 
leaders, readers, choir, and music 
directors by playbacks of services, 
—record dramas and special ser-
vices, 
—take video tapes of service to 
shut-ins. 
This list is not exhaustive. Getting 
the camera into the hands of the 
people is where it should evolve. The 
possible uses are numerous: 
—tape a major proposal for pri-
vate and small group study before 
bringing to congregational meeting. 
—tape wedding rehearsal as study 
for couple, 
—day-in-the-life-of-the-pastor 
tape to acquaint members with pas-
tor's role, 
—tape on congregation's activi-
ties for showing to Conference, neigh-
bor congregations, or to members 
away in service, 
—tape to supplement the church 
directory and orient visitors, 
—elder members reminisce on tape 
to preserve history of the congrega-
tion, 
—Mennonite Disaster Service 
volunteers take along video camera 
to report on disaster projects, 
—produce public service announce-
ments for use on cable television 
spots. 
Pros and cons 
The church is generally reluctant 
to translate its message into new 
forms. This caution is good when it 
functions as a ballast against fads. 
However, the technology of 16 mm 
film has been around for 100 years, 
radio for 50 years, and television for 
35 years. Yet much of the church's 
education and evangelism is still 
"stuck in Gutenburg ink," as a writer 
in Using Non-Broadcasting in the 
Church states. 
Although video does not require a 
darkened room, and is cheaper by 
half than film (for less than $2,000 
your congregation can get set up), 
one can expect some resistance to 
video. (I remember feeling threat-
ened the first time I saw a Bible in 
paperback.) Television is still per-
ceived as entertainment, something 
you do when you have nothing else 
to do, and the church is not sup-
posed to encourage that. The small 
screen itself has certain built-in lim-
itations. It is not as clear as film, the 
screen is smaller than life, and it 
encourages distractions during view-
ing. 
Critics point out that video enthu-
siasts sometimes exhibit uncritical 
hoopla over the medium, and there 
are careers and fortunes to be made. 
There are legitimate reservations. 
Who wants a new tool when dust is 
gathering on the overhead projector 
bought in 1981? And when little 
creativity is being applied to the 
other tools at hand? What about 
those who choose to not expose pre-
school children to television? Will 
use of video in church sabotage their 
efforts? Does the religious experience 
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by its nature thrive better in the print 
medium since the Bible is print? 
However, the Bible is print medi-
um only since Gutenberg. Before 
that it was manuscript medium ampli-
fied in stained glass, statue, story 
and art. Will video be the "stained 
glass" of the illiterate in the 21st 
century? 
Videocom 84 
If the church, congregational or 
churchwide, does not produce video 
programming, we will have to live in 
another's theological world and 
imagery. In the same way, if we did 
not produce our own printed mate-
rials we would have to study another 
curriculum. Either we can have video 
produced by independent companies 
for profit, or by our church at a 
deficit, but with our own theologi-
cal, doctrinal, and visual bias. Such 
efforts, albeit tentative and piece-
meal, are already underway. 
A consultation of video commu-
nications and the church, dubbed 
VIDEOCOM 84, was held at Goshen 
College in May 1984 to "create an 
understanding of video communica-
tion and to begin the process of 
developing a strategy for its use in 
our churches and institutions." The 
groups sponsoring that meeting were 
approximately the constellation of 
churches associated with Mennonite 
Central Committee. One of the con-
cerns expressed was the need to pre-
pare youth for the new electronic 
media age. Another was the use of 
this new media for conference-based 
theological education. It was also a 
consensus that congregations need 
to be made aware of the local possi-
bilities. 
Diane Umble, who studies at the 
Annenberg School of the University 
of Pennsylvania said to the group 
that "as a group of people, we are 
much more comfortable with what is 
written, what is word. It's much 
more difficult to determine what is 
right in a visual language." 
Ron Byler, said that "if on a 
denominational level we cannot com-
pete with commercial productions, 
perhaps we ought to concentrate our 
efforts in encouraging our congrega-
tions to use video on a local level." 
Neil Klassen of Mennonite Breth-
ren Communications asked why we 
are not willing to apply the same 
standards to video that we apply in 
print. 
When a church uses video pro-
grams as part of its ministry, group 
members will learn more than just 
the information presented in the 
programs. They will learn more 
about the television medium itself. 
Gradually, they will develop critical 
judgment that will help them evalu-
ate the video that they are regularly 
exposed to—television programs, com-
mercials, movies and video games. 
After group members have learned 
to make full use of purchased video 
programs, they may also create their 
own. They will come to realize their 
power to be creators of video, not 
just consumers. 
The finished video tapes need not 
be slick or professional. The best 
shows will be the ones that have fos-
tered fellowship, preserved special 
moments and treasured memories, 
and given group members new under-
standing of themselves and each 
other. The closer one's emotional 
distance to the material, the greater 
tolerance one has for amateurish 
production. 
Video is, simply, private televi-
sion. It is another channel of com-
munications which, like the mimeo-
graph machine, can build up commu-
nity from among the rank and file. 
Theology can even shift with grass-
roots acceptance of a new tool. We 
saw that done with audio tapes dur-
ing the era of tent revivals. We have 
seen an ayatollah in exile in Paris 
give a king in Iran a Humpty 
Dumpty fall by audio cassettes. We 
have also seen video, as broadcast 
television, make a presidency in 1980. 
Video, unlike Julius Caesar, will 
not stop what was before. The French 
don't bow to the Roman. Video will 
not replace any other communica-
tions media. The teacher will be no 
less important. We will not have 
miniature screens instead of church 
bulletins. The mighty denominational 
publishing houses such as the one 
printing this article will not sell out. 
But Meetinghouse may soon have 
a counterpart—Videohouse. • 
a report from the Board of 
Evangelism and Church Planting 
Aware 
by R. Dale Shaw 
The past twelve months have been 
filled with excitement and new life as 
the Board for Evangelism and Church 
Planting has witnessed a new "evan-
gelism responsibility" consciousness 
throughout much of the established 
Brethren in Christ brotherhood, and 
the emerging of eight new congrega-
tions to expand the family circle. 
Many of our congregations have a 
historical stability and spiritual rich-
ness that gives them the vital credi-
bility that must precede effective 
witnessing and personal evangelism 
in today's world. I rejoice to see a 
great percentage of these congrega-
tions processing their priorities and 
purposes and determining to set 
aside the weights and tangles that 
can so easily become the focus of 
attention and time. I see them mov-
ing on with God in winning lost peo-
ple to Jesus Christ, and becoming 
instruments of spiritual health and 
wholeness within their communities. 
Here are a few of the congrega-
tions that have portrayed the high 
priorities of evangelism and disciple 
making: 
Manor, Pa.—I visited this con-
gregation at the beginning of 1985 
and discovered that they had a goal 
to bring 50 new people to faith in 
Jesus Christ through personal evan-
gelism. Thirty-one of these have 
become a reality. Average attend-
ance in 1985 was 750. 
Dale Shaw is executive director of the 
Boardfor Evangelism and Church Planting. 
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and energized . . 
Stayner, Ont.—This 125-year-old 
congregation has increased its mem-
bership from 80 to 104 in the last two 
years, an increase of 30 percent. 
Although a rural congregation, they 
are now averaging 135 in Sunday 
morning worship and will now accom-
modate additional growth after 
moving into their new sanctuary in 
February 1986. 
Cumberland Valley, Pa.—Two 
hundred thirty people meet each 
Sunday morning in a sanctuary that 
supplies seating for 125. Double ser-
vices make this possible. This 17-
year-old congregation has 145 
members. 
Alia Loma, Calif.—Educational 
facilities are under construction at 
the present time for this nine-year-
old congregation which now has 154 
members and an average of 230 in 
the Sunday morning service. 
Four new congregations bring over 
200 people into the Brethren in 
Christ extended family for Sunday 
worship and discipleship: Venice, 
Fla. (Mike and June Knowles); 
Ravenna, Ohio (Neil and Jean Cabe); 
Miami, Fla. (Eduardo and Jill 
Llanes); and Atlanta, Ga. (Chuck 
and Toni Anderson, Jeff and Renee 
Harlow). When we share in praying 
for these new beginnings throughout 
the General Conference, we become 
partners with these new congrega-
tions in their ministry, and heirs to 
their blessings. 
Persons in Dallas, Texas (Robert 
and Barbara Douglass); Oakville, 
Ont. (Craig and Laura Sider); Vic-
torville, Calif. (Ray Bailey, interim); 
add Hershey, Pa. (Keith Ulery, inter-
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participating in community life, and 
organizing in the spirit of Paul—all 
things . . . all people . . . win 
some. 
Several extension churches that 
are subsidized by General Confer-
ence under the direction of the Board 
for Evangelism and Church Plant-
ing graduated from subsidy in 1985. 
Please remember these congrega-
tions: Blandburg, Pa.; Bloomington 
Chapel, Ky.; Oklahoma City, Okha.; 
and Uniontown, Pa. 
These extension churches are ex-
periencing consistent growth through 
conversions, affirming the Board for 
Evangelism and Church Planting 
subsidy allotments: Riverside, Calif.; 
Millersville, Pa.; the Lakeside con-
gregation, Calgary, Alberta; Pene-
tang, Ont.; Cincinnati, Ohio; and 
Gettysburg, Pa. 
Ethnic ministries are blossoming 
as a result of our vision, openness, 
and commitment. We are crossing 
cultural boundaries in an attempt to 
win all people on the North Ameri-
can continent. In LaPuente, Calif., 
Gethsemane Brethren in Christ 
Church—a ministry to Mexicans, in 
Spanish—held its first worship ser-
vice on Sunday morning, December 
8, with 38 present. In Asuza, Calif., 
the Living Word Brethren in Christ 
Church is a growing congregation 
with a ministry to second generation 
Mexican people. The services are 
conducted in English. 
The first worship service of a min-
istry to Cuban people was held in 
Miami, Fla., on December 22, with 
17 in attendance. The Quebec City 
Brethren in Christ Church (La Com-
munion Chretienne Nouvelle Vie) 
held a charter membership service 
on November 24th. There are pres-
ently about 25 worshipers in the 
Sunday morning service. In San 
Francisco, Dan Brake, the director 
of Life Line Ministries, continues to 
work with Indo-Chinese people in 
the hope of beginning a church 
among them in the near future. 
Warren Hoffman and the congre-
gation in Oklahoma City are reach-
ing out in love and with Bible studies 
to many East Indians. Some conver-
sions have taken place among them. 
Future possibilities take us to To-
ronto, Ont., and to Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia, for a ministry to the 
Sikhs; to Chicago to a ministry 
among the Ethiopians; and to Miami 
for a ministry to the Haitians. 
As we are responsive to opening 
harvest fields in North America, we 
recognize that the vast majority of 
the population is urbanized. The 
great cities of North America are 
calling for help. The ministries of the 
Bronx and San Francisco voluntary 
service units continue to search for 
personnel. 
The 1986 General Conference will 
usher in a new theme that empha-
sizes the most important call in all 
history—"Energized to Evangelize." 
The phrase contains a powerful mes-
sage that reminds us of both our 
privilege and responsibility. I am 
confident that Jesus, who has begun 
a good work in us will continue to 
fulfill his purpose in us as individuals 
and through us as a body until the 
day of his return. • 
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The Board for World Missions 
met at the Cross Roads Brethren in 
Christ Church, Mt. Joy, Pa., in 
December 1985. This article by the 
Executive Director reports on some 
of the matters arising from this meet-
ing. Responses—both questions and 
corrective suggestions—from Evan-
gelical Visitor readers are welcome. 
London 
The Brethren in Christ Interna-
tional Fellowship in London has 
made significant progress. This has 
been evidenced by (a) an extensive 
survey of people living near Rev. 
and Mrs. Moyo in the Forest Gate 
area, (b) the start of weekly worship 
services, Bible studies, and Sunday 
school, (c) two persons being bap-
tized, and (d) increased offerings. 
It was recommended that Rev. 
and Mrs. Moyo be considered as 
members of the church planting 
team. If the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Zimbabwe accepts this 
proposal, 20 percent of their funding 
will come from the church in Zim-
babwe and 80 percent from the 
Board for World Missions. 
We project a total of 12 persons to 
be in service or training by Sep-
tember, 1986. We hope that single 
persons will become part of this min-
istry team. Fervent prayer is needed 
for workers, faithful sowing, and a 
bountiful harvest. 
Senegal 
Jay and Judy Smith delayed their 
departure to Senegal because they 
were expecting a baby in February. 
They now plan to leave in April, 
providing additional time to learn 
French. 
Originally the three-couple team, 
sponsored by the International Chris-
tian Fellowship, planned to begin 
ministry in the rural villages where 
there is very little Christian witness. 
Two factors are encouraging the 
team to consider locating in an 
urban center instead: the relative 
openness of youth and others to 
change as they move to the cities, 
and the unrest in rural village com-
munities because of the continuing 
drought. 
Report of 
Prayers for guidance for the team, 
and continued spiritual anointing 
for the Smiths are appreciated. 
Bihar, India 
The refocus of priorities from 
institutions to evangelism/church 
planting demonstrates the church's 
continued emphasis on evangelism 
and church planting. 
According to present plans, Hem 
K. Paul will continue at Barjora, but 
will also work closely in supervision, 
and participate personally in a new 
church planting thrust in the Barjora 
region. The church board is recom-
mending the creation of a full-time 
position of Executive Secretary-
Treasurer. The board has also au-
thorized a study of long-term leader-
ship needs at various levels and the 
educational training needed to equip 
persons for these positions. 
Two new church planters, Bidya-
nand Tudu and Joel Hembrom, are 
now planting a church in West Ben-
gal and anticipate beginning at Assam 
in early 1986. 
It was decided to make funding 
available for a church leadership 
seminar and for an adult literacy 
training center. 
Orissa, India 
Eighty-five percent of Orissa's peo-
ple live in rural areas. Literacy is 
estimated at 25 percent. The major 
witness of the Brethren in Christ is 
among the Khondo people. The 
strategy of outreach begins with vil-
lage contacts and relationship build-
ing. A literacy program is offered, 
and permission is sought to teach the 
gospel. 
About 25 villages are open, but 
the Board 
not all have begun the literacy pro-
gram. The people in five villages 
have destroyed their totems and 
declared their desire to become Chris-
tian. Instruction is being given, fol-
lowed by personal commitments and 
baptism. 
Japan 
The Pioneer Church Planting Com-
mittee of the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Japan called a study con-
ference of the pastoral teams. The 
conference endorsed the continua-
tion of missionaries and national 
pastors in partnership, but with 
adaptations. A national lay couple 
possibly could serve with a mission-
ary for about five years. The last year 
of the partnership would see a Japa-
nese pastor join the team and assume 
leadership, while the missionary 
moves on to another church-planting 
project. 
The church planting at Fuchu is 
hampered by restricted facilities. It is 
expected that the church and mis-
sion may work together to rent a 
place for worship. Marlin Zook is 
currently serving as a partner here, 
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for World 
with an emphasis on "journaling" 
from a Christian perspective. Jean 
Maedke serves as the TESL* mis-
sionary. 
The Nagoya church planting is 
making good progress largely with 
women. About 20 persons attend on 
Sunday mornings. John and Lucille 
Graybill have located an economi-
cally priced house which, with John's 
carpentry skills, will be adequate for 
living and ministry. Dan and Karen 
Dehyle plan to return to the United 
States for a time in order to reac-
quire a personal business which they 
left when they accepted assignment 
to Japan. 
In Shin Shimonoseki, those attend-
ing did not respond well to moving 
the worship services from the pas-
tor's house to the pre-fab building 
now used. The Hocks have been 
ministering in the church with im-
proved relationships, as well as to 
other non-Japanese in the communi-
ty and to a women's Bible study 
group. Because of their son Jason's 
* Teaching English as a Second Language. 
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by Donald R. Zook 
developmental problems, and be-
cause adequate professional assist-
ance is not available for them in 
Japan, the Hocks are returning to 
Pennsylvania for a period of time. 
Alice Dourte has joined Jean 
Maedke and John Moody in the 
Tokyo TESL ministry. Each of these 
relate to Brethren in Christ congre-
gations. They are growing in learn-
ing the Japanese language, which 
strengthens their ministry. The Tokyo 
churches have assumed full respon-
sibility for the TESL program, in-
cluding normal pre-service and in-
country orientation. 
Japan continues to be one of the 
most needy and challenging nations 
for evangelization and church plant-
ing. 
International people living in North 
America 
There is increasing awareness in 
North America about opportunities 
and advantages for evangelistic wit-
ness to the internationals among us. 
Internationals won to the Lord Jesus 
have been instrumental in evange-
lism and church planting upon their 
return to their homelands. For those 
reasons the Board for World Mis-
sions (BWM) decided to explore the 
potential for ministry to internation-
al people while they are temporarily 
living in North America. It is envis-
aged that the board will serve pri-
marily as equipper and resource 
provider for people in our congregations 
specially called to this ministry. It is 
not envisaged that funding will be 
sought to provide either full-time or 
part-time support for missionaries 
involved in North American minis-
try to internationals. 
Ministry to North America 
Recently a letter was received 
from the pastor of the new Brethren 
in Christ church in Winchester, Vir-
ginia. A check was enclosed. The 
letter said in part: 
"One of our joys as a new congre-
gation is to share in the global mis-
sion of the church. We were privi-
leged to hear about missions in 
Africa from two perspectives . . . . 
With gratitude to our God, who 
blesses us beyond measure, we send 
you our first gift. May this offering 
be used to give glory to God." How 
exciting for this congregation to dis-
cover both the privilege and respon-
sibility of joyfully sharing in global 
outreach! 
The Commission on Stewardship 
and Finance requested that the 
Board for World Missions make a 
special effort to contact congrega-
tions in the Allegheny, Midwest, and 
Pacific Conferences between Sep-
tember 1,1984, and August 31,1985. 
Following are the results of our 
efforts: 
Allegheny—contacted 61 of 65 
congregations (93.8%) 
Midwest—contacted 12 of 13 con-
gregations (92.3%) 
Pacific—contacted 12 of 18 con-
gregations (66.7%) 
In 1985 we had at least one personal 
contact in 88.8 percent of our con-
gregations in the six regional con-
ferences. 
The congregations' interest in par-
ticipating in the Missionary Support 
Unit plan is gratifying. Seventy-one 
missionaries are receiving designated 
support funds from 50 Brethren in 
Christ congregations, the United 
Christian Church, the United Zion 
Church, and individuals. 
In 1985 there were 138 Brethren in 
Christ congregations in North 
America with identified local mis-
sions leaders. 
In the last 13 months, we have 
provided eight persons from North 
America an opportunity to visit the 
church in Nicaragua. In January 
1986, 3 more visited Nicaragua and 
11 visited our churches and mission-
aries in Africa and Europe. Possibly 




Partners in God's service 
In 1985 Mennonite Central Committee continued to serve 
the poor, victims of war and refugees. At the heart of its 
programs were 976 workers in 50 countries. Their 
ministries were carried out together with dedicated local 
church and community partners. North American 
partners supported their work with material and financial 
contributions, prayers and love. All were co-laborers 
together with God (I Cor. 3:9). 
MCC and its local partners distributed material aid— 
more than ever before in MCC history—dug wells, 
vaccinated children, taught classes. They struggled over 
Scriptures and sought ways to create jobs, end hunger and 
bring peace. They were witnesses to the Gospel of love 
where people lived in fear and despair. 
Armed conflict again created much of the human need to 
which MCC responded. Hostilities in South Africa 
brought anger, injury and death throughout the entire 
region. Central American workers wrote at year end, 
"The major conflicts here are no closer to resolution than 
a year ago." The Middle East was also no closer to peace. 
Natural disasters were the cause of immense human 
suffering in Mexico, Colombia, Chile and Bangladesh. 
Programs continued to center on practical means of 
reaching out—agriculture, education, health care, 
technical assistance, material aid—offered to strengthen 
local churches and communities. 









South America and Caribbean 
• • • "Increased commitment to democratic process at the 
national level, examples of improved agricultural 
production with peasant families, community and 
church groups courageously championing the cause of 
social justice, and concerned individuals and groups 
in both the North and South seeking to build bridges 
are signs of the resiliency and determination of many 
to live and die for the kingdom of God."* 
Brazil and Uruguay returned to civilian government. 
Inflation and immense foreign debts were a reality 
throughout the region. Natural disasters in Mexico, Chile 
and Colombia captured international attention. 
Agriculture and water development, primary health care 
and community organization continued as the primary 
goals of programs in the region. 
MCC formally linked with Mennonite Missions 
(Mennonite Board of Missions and Commission on 
Overseas Missions) to carry out joint programs in Bolivia, 
including community development, church planting, 
peace education and leadership training. 
Activities included: * * * 
New joint earthquake 
reconstruction program with 
Mennonite Board of Missions 
in Chile • • • 
Reconstruction following 
Mexico earthquake; first major 
MCC program there for more 
than a decade 
• • • 
Efforts to strengthen 
relationship with churches in 
Cuba, including hosting 
delegation of Cuban church 
people 
• • • 
Contributions to MENCOLDES, 
Colombia Mennonite 
development agency, which is 
working on reconstruction 
after volcano eruption 
Health, Haiti • • • 
Appointment of MCC worker as 
unit peace and justice 
coordinator to develop 
contacts with nonviolence 
groups in Brazil • • • 
Participating in weekly ministry 
to prostitutes at port in Recife, 
Brazil • • • 
Five workers at Hospital Albert 
Schweitzer in Haiti • • • 
Over 2,000 chickens 
vaccinated in Brazil ag projects • • • 
Deaf education in Jamaica 
'Quotes are all taken from 
year-end program reports 
Central America 
• • • "May the God of power use our feeble efforts to 
bring peace, stability, justice and prosperity to those 
who suffer in Central America!" 
Civil war in El Salvador and Guatemala and 
counterrevolutionary attacks in Nicaragua have created 
immense human suffering among the general population. 
Each country in this region received emergency MCC aid 
for refugees and displaced people. 
A personal tragedy for MCC workers was the murder of 
a long-time MCC development employee in Guatemala. 
In Honduras two died and 40 were injured in an attack 
on the Colomoncagua refugee camp, and three refugees 
died in attacks on Mesa Grande camp. Honduran 
Mennonites and MCCers worked in construction in both 
camps. These were only a few of the year's tragedies for 
people of the region. 
In each country MCC worked with local Mennonite, 
Brethren in Christ and other churches, which carried out 
both emergency aid and long-term community projects. 
Activities included: 
• • • 
Assignment of an MCC worker 
in water resource development 
in northern Nicaragua through 
a local evangelical 
development committee and 
the Ministry of Agrarian Reform • • • 
Involvement of New Social 
Action Commission in 
Honduras in agriculture, 
education, job creation and 
nutrition programs 
Termination of involvement in 
Valley of Peace resettlement 
project in Belize; project 
plagued with difficulties and 
land unsuitable for agriculture 
• • • 
Beginning of ag center on land 
owned by Kekchi Mennonite 
Church in Guatemala 
El Salvadoran family 
Africa 
• • • "There appears to be wide agreement that the single 
most important cause of hunger in Africa is armed 
conflict... Rain alone will not end this suffering." 
Making the link between peace and hunger led to specific 
projects, including support for peace discussions in 
Lesotho and Ethiopia and peacemaking seminars in 
Uganda and Sudan. 
South Africa's crisis became brutal reality to Mennonite 
workers in Gabarone, Botswana, whose neighbors were 
injured and killed in a South Africa military raid on that 
city. Wars and conflicts caused food shortages in Chad, 
Uganda and Mozambique. M C C sent its largest quantities 
of material aid to this continent. 
Abundant rains were an important blessing to much of 
the continent this year, providing food for the short term. 
For the first time there were more M C C workers involved 
in agriculture and nutrition assignments than in 
education. Education remained important, with teachers 
in both primary and secondary schools and in nonformal 
education. 
Relationships with the church formed the base for MCC's 
work in most countries. Church partners included 
ecumenical councils and Mennonite, Brethren in Christ, 
independent and evangelical churches. 
Activities included: 
Food distribution and wells 
projects in Burkina Faso, 
where the need for water and 
the food crisis were the most 
repeated concerns at meetings 
with local leaders 
• • • 
Encouraging marketable crafts 
and cooking skills with 
women's groups in Christian 
Care resettlement farms in 
Zambia • • • 
Revolving loan fund for 
starting small businesses such 
as carpentry and shoe making 
in Somalia refugee camps 
• • • 
Operating 1,000-volume 
lending library out of MCC 
home in Chad; about 230 youth 
used library regularly 
• • • 
Art, music classes and food 
distribution among minors in 
prison in Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso 
• • • 
Construction of Portuguese 
language school and church 
for Angolan refugees in lower 
Zaire • • • 
Health program in Bale 
Province, Ethiopia, 
discontinued after seven years 
Agriculture, Zaire 
Working in pastoral ministry in 
Chad, including visiting church 
participants and leading Bible 
studies 
• • • 
Quakers and Mennonites 
rebuilding home demolished in 
raid on Gabarone 
Financial support to families of 
political prisoners in South 
Africa • • • 
Training electricians in Church 
of Christ workshop in Nigeria 
• • • 
Sponsoring Moslem/Christian 
seminar in Khartoum, Sudan 
Education, Egypt 
Middle East 
• • • "We are grateful to God for the minority, often small, 
Christian communities with which we have been 
privileged to work in the past year. We have been 
encouraged by their wisdom, by their patience, by 
their spirit and by their faithfulness. We thank God 
for our many friends of other faiths whom God also 
loves and created in His image." 
Lebanon again witnessed a nearly unbroken cycle of 
violence. In Southern Lebanon agricultural programs were 
paralyzed for extended periods of time. Some national 
staff and their family members lost their lives or were 
imprisoned during the year. 
West Bank workers noted that each year-end report for a 
decade has spoken of "hopelessness, violence, frustration, 
injustice, oppression and extremism. The events of 1985 
would suggest that the same things could be said as in 
1984. It must only be added that people are now 
burdened with an additional year of living in hopelessness 
and despair." 
In West Bank MCC's work focused on agriculture and 
peace. Food production and water projects were designed 
to encourage farmers in their struggle to retain their 
lands. Staff was privileged to teach on peace issues. 
Dialogue on peace was sought with both Palestinians and 
Israelis. 
Activities included: • • • 
Work in Egypt in health and 
education programs of Coptic 
churches; workers reported 
growing relationship with 
churches 
• • • 
Participation of West Bank 
Women's Development Office 
in Nairobi Women's 
Conference 
• • • 
Relief and refugee aid in 
Lebanon to displaced 
Lebanese and Palestinians 
Forestation, livestock and 
beekeeping projects in 
Lebanon 
• • • 
Increased efforts to relate to 
local church in West Bank 
Blankets, Ethiopia 
Contact(USPS 689-760) is published in 
February, April, June, August, October 
and December. Editor is Kristina Mast 
Burnett. MCC Canada editor is Doreen 
Martens. MCC U.S. editor is Linda 
Sauder. Graphic design is by Scott Jost. 
Copies are sent in bulk to church 
addresses upon request. Address 
correspondence to Contact Editor, 21 
South 12th Street, Box M, Akron, Pa., 
17501. 
Printed in U.S.A. 
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Asia Europe 
• • • "The recent history of much of East Asia has been 
characterized by many forces of destruction. We have 
heard too much the words destabilization, 
defoliation, defense and dehumanization. MCC seeks 
to join with Asians who are committed to the service 
of reconciliation." 
In Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, countries devastated 
by war, MCC's primary ministry was one of rebuilding 
networks of people and economy. Agriculture and health 
care were the primary program emphases. Health work 
included such diverse responses as assigning Indian 
doctors to Prey Veng Hospital in Kampuchea, providing 
subscriptions to medical journals for doctors in Vietnam 
and assisting the Lao government in printing a Lao-
language edition of Where There is No Doctor, a 
handbook for village health workers. 
Agriculture and job creation were central to work in 
Bangladesh. The agriculture program centered on rural, 
marginal people—farmers with very small plots of land 
and rural landless people. 
In a country whose most critical problem is 
overpopulation, MCC was able to provide new jobs to a 
small but important handful of people—215 women and 
85 men. The program, which employed 989 Bangladeshis 
in total, assisted employees to use their income to set up 
independent employment. 
Activities included: • • • 
New rural development training 
programs for Nepalis 
• • • 
Continued refugee assistance 
program for boat people in 
Thailand 
Teaching English in China and 
Thailand 
• • • 
Food shipments in response to 
severe shortages in 
Kampuchea 
• • • 
Learning tours and study 
booklet, part of Philippine 
team's emphasis on 
international education 
• • • 
New resettlement project 
including agricultural 
assistance in remote area of 
Indonesia 
• • • 
Scholarships to 500 Indonesian 
students 
New project in Olongapo City, 
the Philippines, near the U.S. 
Subic Naval Base, where two 
MCCers befriend hospitality 
women • • • 
Agriculturist joined church 
rural development program in 
northern Thailand 
• • • 
Sending quilts, food and 
clothing to Bangladesh after 
cyclone in which 20,000 died 
• • • "European society is both secularized and divided. 
But elements in East and West such as small house 
fellowships and the peace movement are working to 
renew the Christian community and transcend 
political divisions. With our presence in Europe, we 
try to support these efforts and learn from Europeans, 
because the issues and needs in Europe and in North 
America are interrelated." 
Workers in Europe related to European Christian service 
and peace groups. They sought to relate especially to the 
Mennonite churches. Peace witness, East/West dialogue 
and fraternal relationships with European Mennonites 
were the core of the Europe program. 
Europeans and MCC cooperated in a growing number of 
joint projects. A new joint social service program 
benefiting Angolan refugees was begun in Portugal as well 
as a cooperative aid project in Chad. 
Activities included: • • • 
Shipping first 1,000 copies of 
each of five volumes of 
Russian-language Bible 
commentary to Soviet Union 
• • • 
Building relationships with 
churches in East Germany 
through visits to that country 
• • • 
Support for Church and Peace, 
growing network of European 
peace churches 
Reconciliation-focused 
Mennonite community in 
Ireland, a joint project of 
Mennonite Board of Missions 
and MCC; includes support of 
nondenominational elementary 
school 
• • • 
Worker at Keston College 
Research Centre for Religion in 
Communist Lands 
Other overseas programs 
A review of the MCC SELFHELP Crafts program 
concluded that SELFHELP should continue and expand, 
keeping its emphasis on job creation for craft producers. 
SELFHELP will continue to be a part of MCC's overseas 
program, rather than becoming an independent 
organization. 
Conciliation training seminars in Europe and Central 
America were a new initiative for MCC Peace Section. 
Other activities included a peace and justice seminar in 
Brazil, sending a delegate to East Africa to explore 
peacemaking possibilities and sponsoring a small peace 
delegation to Laos. 
The MCC Child Sponsorship Program gave educational 
assistance to 1,863 young people in 10 countries, whose 
families could not afford to pay for their education. 
Eighty-eight young people participated in the 
International Visitor Exchange Program, which brings 
young people to North America from Asia, Africa, 
Europe and Latin America. Fifty-three North American 
youth spent a year overseas through the MCC Salt 
International and Intermenno programs. 
Agricultural research, Vietnam 
Cartridge box seen by MCCers 
near graves of two who were 
accused of antigovernment 
activity and shot; Philippines 
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U.S. constituency $9,364,956 




Grants—Canadian agencies 3,138,557 
Grants—other 854,991 
SELFHELP Crafts 3,307,799 
Other revenue 1,342,148 
8,643,495 









Latin America 4,185,356 
Middle East 1,352,408 
MCC U.S. 1,802,487 
SELFHELP Crafts 2,488,061 
Administration & 
constituency relations 2,701,884 
Other 460,319 
Total expenses 30,803,365 
Excess of income over 
expenses 2,226,723 
Funds applied to long-term 
assets 343,967 
Net increase in operating 
fund balances 1,882,756 
Material aid 
from Canadian and U.S. donors 
79.6 million pounds/35.8 
million kilograms 
to 34 countries 
The 79.6 million pounds or 35.8 
million kilograms of aid 
shipped was the highest 
amount ever shipped by MCC 
in a single year, topping what 
had also been record amounts 
in 1983 and 1984. The largest 
part of the 1985 total was 78.8 
million pounds or 35.5 million 
kilograms of food aid — 
including wheat, corn, beans 
and canned beef. 
Material aid other than food aid 
122,000 blankets and sheets 
17,970 layette bundles 
4,800 towels 
62,977 school, health and 
sewing kits 
1,542 pounds or 694 kilograms 
of fabric 
334,064 pounds or 150,328 
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Africa 38 29 17 35 24 2 43 188 
Botswana 2 3 3 4 4 16 
Burkina Faso 3 6 4 1 2 3 19 
Chad 1 3 1 1 2 8 
Ethiopia 2 2 4 
Kenya 5 1 1 2 2 4 15 
Lesotho 2 3 7 4 16 
Mozambique 1 1 2 
Nigeria 2 3 7 1 3 16 
Somalia 6 1 1 2 10 
South Africa 3 1 4 
Sudan 3 5 1 3 3 15 
Swaziland 4 2 1 4 1 3 15 
Tanzania 1 1 2 
Uganda 4 2 1 7 
Zaire 4 1 2 2 6 15 
Zambia 4 1 5 1 4 15 
Zimbabwe 3 4 1 1 9 
Asia 23 12 8 20 9 2 21 95 
Bangladesh 14 8 2 7 31 
China 17 17 
India 1 1 2 
Indonesia 6 3 1 10 
Kampuchea 2 2 
Laos 4 4 
Nepal 1 4 2 1 8 
Philippines 1 7 2 10 
Taiwan 2 2 
Thailand 2 2 2 3 9 
Europe 1 17 7 25 
East Germany 2 2 
England 1 2 3 
Hungary 2 2 
Ireland 5 5 
Switzerland 1 1 2 
West Germany 5 6 11 
Latin America 47 13 29 24 10 8 27 158 
Bolivia 15 4 9 13 3 1 8 53 
Brazil 10 2 1 2 4 3 22 
Chile 2 2 
El Salvador 1 1 3 1 6 
Guatemala 4 1 6 2 13 
Haiti 13 3 5 2 4 27 
Honduras 1 1 1 3 1 7 
Jamaica 2 2 1 7 1 3 16 
Mexico 1 1 
Nicaragua 1 1 1 2 5 
Paraguay 3 2 1 6 
Middle East 2 4 16 8 30 
Egypt 4 15 2 21 
Jordan 2 2 
Lebanon 2 2 
West Bank 2 1 2 5 
North America 3 37 9 21 102 37 271 480 
Canada 'volunteer 3 11 1 7 55 18 15 110 
• local V.S. 6 11 28 45 
* salaried 4 6 65 75 
United • volunteer 10 8 13 23 53 107 
States * local V.S. 1 8 9 
* salaried 5 1 7 102 115 
' other 19 19 
Total 111 94 67 116 162 49 377 976 
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Voluntary Service, Warden 
Woods, Ontario 
In a year when international conflicts and poverty 
dominated the news, MCC Canada did not neglect 
human needs closer to home. As in the past, MCC 
Canada workers provided a potent witness to Christ's 
love through tangible action in partnership with those 
most disadvantaged in society. 
They served in group homes, schools, mediation services, 
prisons, drop-in centers, medical clinics, independent 
living resource centers, refugee/immigrant orientation 
offices, shelters for the homeless, isolated Native 
communities and in many other places where Jesus could 
be found in the guise of the poor, the handicapped and 
the oppressed. 
In this work MCC Canada recognized the support of its 
constituency, who gave willingly to ease suffering both 
abroad and at home. 
Victim/Offender Ministries (VOM) 
A sense of hopelessness pervading the criminal justice 
field and renewed calls for vengeance were prominent 
concerns in 1985. At the same time, there was a growing 
interest in the biblical vision for a reconciliation approach 
to crime. VOM continued to provide a resource for 
reconciliation programs in the provincial MCCs and other 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ ministries. 
Activities included: • • • 
Creating study guide, poster, 
"Choose Life" brochure and 
video on capital punishment 
• • • 
Producing slide sets on VOM 
programs and helping the 
victims of crime 
Writing papers on Peoplehood 
and Law, and Retributive/ 
Restorative Justice; six 
editions of Accord newsletter 
• • • 
Consultations with prison 
visitation coordinators and 
victim/offender reconciliation 
program coordinators 
Peace and Social Concerns (PSC) 
A Christian witness to peace and reconciliation was an 
integral part of MCC's work at home and abroad. PSC 
staff helped draw attention to the links that exist between 
relief aid, development work and the need for a peace 
witness in a strife-torn world. 
The following questions provided some of the motivation 
for PSC's work in the past year: Is there purpose in 
feeding a starving child or planting a crop one day, if 
terrorists come in bearing "made in USA/made in USSR" 
guns, kill the child and destroy the garden? How 
worthwhile is the work of MCC or the church if the 
world which God pronounced "good" is threatened by 
nuclear destruction because people have forgotten the 
message of the Prince of Peace? 
Activities included: • • • 
Peace and justice drama 
writing project 
• • • 
Appointment of Peter and 
Leona Penner, recent MCC 
country directors in Swaziland, 
as new PSC co-directors, 
replacing Ray Hamm 
• • • 
Penners visiting many 
churches and other groups, 
focusing on connections 
between their experience in 
Africa and peace witness in 
Canada 
Letter to Canadian Radio/ 
Television and 
Telecommunications 
Commission on alcohol 
advertising 
• • • 
Telling the story of the attempt 
to place uranium refinery in 
Warman, Sask. 
• • • 
Annotated resource list dealing 
with environmental concerns 
from a theological perspective 
• • • 
Continued microfilming of PSC 
collection of peace statements 
Committee on Women's 
Concerns 
Women's lives were affected by many forces at work in 
our society, including economic pressures, family 
violence, changing roles and new opportunities. The 
committee attempted to help the MCCC constituency 
better understand the needs of women and find ways to 
address both societal problems and issues within the 
church. 
Activities included: • • • 
Compiling Canadian section of 
the Resource Listing of 
Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ Women 
• • • 
Speaking on issues pertaining 
to women within the church 
and MCCC; bringing a 
Christian perspective to issues 
affecting women in society 
Providing information and 
resource material on Women'! 
Concerns to Canadian 
churches 
Women's Concerns, Canada 
6 MCC Contact/February 1986 
China Educational Exchange 
Voluntary Services (VS) 
We were grateful to God for VS workers, the "flesh and 
blood" of Canadian MCC programs. The majority of 
VSers served in the program areas described in this report. 
Additionally, VSers served in MCC offices, alternate 
schools and a variety of other assignments. Increasingly 
workers were assigned to projects related to families in 
crisis. There were many opportunities for placements for 
which there were no workers. On the other hand, there 
was an increasing number of families interested in VS 
whom MCC could not place for financial reasons— 
families cost far more to support than single VSers. 
Ottawa Office 
The Ottawa Office represented MCCC in the nation's 
capital. It related to various branches of government, and 
to a range of nongovernmental organizations. It provided 
information for the constituency on public policy, 
monitored legislation on foreign policy, peace issues and 
domestic concerns, and served other portfolios of MCCC. 
Arranging meetings between 
government people and 
returned MCC overseas 
workers to share observations 
and concerns • • • 
Compiling a list of Canada/ 
Soviet Union family 
reunification cases for the 
External Affairs Department • • • 
Representing MCCC on various 
organizations, including Africa 
Emergency Relief and Project 
Ploughshares 
• • • 
Helping Mennonites from 
Mexico and others with 
immigration and citizenship 
problems • • • 
Writing Ottawa Notebook 
Activities included: • • • 
Drafting documents for MCCC 
including a general letter to the 
Prime Minister, broad papers 
on Canada's foreign policy and 
on war criminals and more 
specific letters on Africa 
famine relief, "Star Wars," 
immigration and citizenship 
laws 
Overseas Services 
MCCC Overseas Services staff was a support to the 
Overseas desk at MCC headquarters in Akron, and 
assumed responsibility for several programs. These 
included administering MCC work in Ethiopia/eastern 
Sudan and the China Educational Exchange program. 
Other areas of responsibility were service to Kanadier 
Mennonites, cooperation with the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank (CFB), the International Visitor Exchange program 
and refugee settlement. 
Activities included: 
• • • 
Food shipments to El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Ethiopia, Sudan, 
India and Egypt, including milk 
powder, cooking oil, flour, 
sugar and egg powder valued 
at more than $3 million • • • 
Isbrand Hiebert appointed to 
Kanadier concerns; tour to 
Paraguay and Bolivia helped 
strengthen ties with Kanadier 
people • • • 
Publishing Die Mennonitische 
Post, which receives strong 
support in Kanadier 
communities 
MCCC shipments to Ethiopia, 
Mozambique, Burkina Faso, 
India, Bangladesh and El 
Salvador of 23,500 metric tons 
of food aid through the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, 
with the matching assistance 
of CIDA; valued at $8.77 million 
including shipping costs 
• • • 
Assisting provincial MCCs in 
settling 20 Indochinese refugee 
families once classified 
"medically inadmissible"; 
assisting Central American 
refugees settling in Canada via 
the U.S. Overground Railroad 
Twenty-eight young Christians 
from 11 countries in Canada 
working as part of International 
Visitor Exchange Program 
SELFHELP Crafts growing by 
27 percent, with gross sales of 
$1.7 million 
Native Concerns 
Our work with those who suffer poverty and oppression 
overseas will not have integrity unless we are also willing 
to stand with those who suffer these wrongs closer to 
home. Through its Native Concerns work, MCCC 
attempted to do that and to help the MCCC constituency 
see the needs of Native people as a natural extension of 
global ministry. Continued participation in the inter-
church Project North organization included participation 
in critical government discussions on aboriginal rights, 
drawing attention to Lubicon Lake native claims through 
the media, assisting Innu people in holding a conference 
on low-level military flights over Labrador, and 
supporting the Haida people's protest over the logging of 
Lyell Island. 
MCC Canada VS personnel 
Activities included: 
Communicating with Manitoba 
government about land claim 
settlements • • • 
Inter-Mennonite consultation 
with representatives from 
groups working in Native 
communities 
• • • 
Attending Native conference 
on alcoholism at Alkali Lake, 
B.C. 
Handicap Concerns 
Eighteen summer gardeners in 
Native communities 
The main focus of Handicap Concerns this year was to 
provide resources for provincial committees, which will 
continue this work after 1986. 
VS LVS SALT Total 
British Columbia 10 1 6 17 
Alberta 7 3 10 
Saskatchewan 12 5 17 
Manitoba 23 12 7 42 
Ontario 21 24 5 50 




Total 92 45 18 155 































Helping to organize the first 
national meeting of 
Independent Living Resource 
Centres 
MCC Canada Food Program 
Election of Director Henry 
Enns to presidency of Disabled 
People's International 
• • • 
Gathering stories through 
writing contest 
Other Canadian program activities 
Two issues came under special scrutiny in 1985: mental 
health services and unemployment/job creation concerns. 
Consultation with congregations and others involved in 
these issues will result in concrete action in the coming 
year. 
Native Concerns, Labrador 
Voluntary Service, Handicap 







*AII in Canadian dollars 
Material aid, Burkina Faso 
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Throughout 1 9 8 5 , M C C U.S. workers took seriously the 
words of Jesus, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, even so I send you" (John 2 0 : 2 1 ) . 
M C C e r s went out into the world to live the Gospel, 
responding compassionately and faithfully to the 
oppressed, the poor and the neglected close to home. 
" B y entering into the pain of needy people, M C C workers 
seek to be a sign of hope," noted Wilmer Heisey, M C C 
U.S. executive secretary. " T h e more than 1 6 0 pins on the 
M C C U.S. map represent the energies and imagination of 
a people bent on putting Christian love into act ion." 
Seven departments and four regions worked on M C C U.S. 
agenda for responding to human need in 1 9 8 5 . 
U.S. Program 
Voluntary Service Program 
Through the M C C U.S. Voluntary Service Program, 1 0 7 
people worked in 12 locations in rural and urban settings. 
They served in community development programs, direct 
services, M C C support services and advocacy. 
Activities included: • • • 
Providing health care, teaching 
English, resettling Haitian 
refugees and counseling ex-
offenders in Belle Glade, Fla., 
where deep ethnic tensions, 
high crime rates, poverty and 
racism are prevalent 
• • • 
Teaching, health care, speech 
therapy, counseling, working 
with youth and upgrading 
houses in Appalachia, where 
unemployment is high and 
government social programs 
have been cut 
• • • 
Promoting legal rights for 
Native Americans in 
Minneapolis 
• • • 
Providing counseling, working 
at a temporary emergency 
shelter for the poor and doing 
legislative advocacy and 
research on World Peace Tax 
Fund and domestic poverty 
legislation in Washington D.C. 
Working with the Louisiana 
Citizens Against the Death 
Penalty, teaching English as a 
second language, providing 
health care to victims of 
violence, counseling rape 
victims, tutoring adults in basic 
reading and directing a shelter 
for battered women in 
Louisiana 
• • • 
Teaching mentally or 
physically handicapped 
people, tutoring elementary 
school dropouts, working at a 
shelter for homeless people 
and working with groups 
organizing against the death 
penalty in Atlanta, Ga. 
Voluntary Service, Miami 
Urban Ministries Program 
Through the Urban Community Development Summer 
Service program 59 students from Black, Hispanic and 
Native American communities worked in summer jobs 
with local churches or service organizations in 14 states, 
Ontario and Puerto Rico. Six young people found jobs 
and vocational skills training in I M P A C T , a program for 
minority youth, designed to offer alternatives to the 
military. 
immigration and Refugee Program 
The Immigration and Refugee Program continued 
assisting undocumented people in the United States who 
have fled violence in Central America and other areas. 
Provisional Legal Refuge, a 
new program which began this 
year providing bonds to help 
people who were on the verge 
of deportation back to Central 
America to get out of detention 
and obtain safe refuge 
Activities included: • • • 
Local churches hosting 
refugees through the 
Overground Railroad while 
their applications for 
immigration into Canada were 
processed • • • 
Resettlement of 175 people in 
the United States; about 75 
percent of these from 
Southeast Asia and the 
remainder from Africa, Eastern 
Europe and the Middle East 
Office of Criminal Justice 
The Office of Criminal Justice produced a slide set 
portraying the experience of crime victims and suggesting 
a Christian response. 
Activities included: • • • 
Participating in an all-European 
conference on Victim Offender 
Reparation, visiting VORP 
programs in England and 
having an audience with Pope 
John Paul II at the Vatican to 
discuss death penalty 
concerns 
Distributing information on the 
death penalty and the Victim 
Offender Reconciliation 
Program (VORP) 
Other U.S. Program activities 
Continuing the grocery sharing 
project and encouraging food 
and clothing sharing as ways 
to address emergency relief 
needs in the United States 
• • • 
Participating in the Inter-
Mennonite Council on Aging 
Starting the Sharing With 
Appalachian People (SWAP) 
program in Harlan County, Ky., 
a short-term learning and 
Christian service experience 
for church groups 
9 MCC Contact/February 1986 
mm 
Voluntary Service, Kentucky 
U.S. Peace Section 
T h e M C C U.S . Peace Sect ion p r o m o t e d peace educat ion , 
nuclear d i s a r m a m e n t , w o m e n ' s concerns , the sancti ty o f 
h u m a n life and resolving personal and c o m m u n i t y 
confl icts . 
Activities included: 
• • • 
Encouraging the church to 
address nuclear disarmament 
as an urgent faith issue and to 
consider today's victims of 
military spending, the poor, as 
well as future victims 
threatened by nuclear 
holocaust • • • 
Employing several additional 
part-time trainers to lead 
Mennonite Conciliation 
Services seminars and 
workshops on resolving 
personal, church and 
community conflicts • • • 
Working on women's concerns 
and editing the Committee on 
Women's Concerns Report 
The MCC Washington Office 
providing information on 
public policy, leading 
seminars, arranging meetings 
with government officials for 
returning overseas workers 
and meeting with other 
nongovernmental 
organizations to discuss peace 
issues • • • 
Sponsoring a two-month 
cross-country tour of a 
multimedia presentation on 
abortion called "Now Shall the 
Desert Bloom"; shown to over 
7,000 people • • • 
Providing resources on 
peacemaking for minority 
churches 
Development Education 
D e v e l o p m e n t E d u c a t i o n staff m e m b e r s shared 
in format ion that ref lected M C C ' s c o m m i t m e n t to being a 
Christ ian resource for meet ing h u m a n need. 
Activities included: • • • 
Continuing research and 
writing on topics related to 
food, poverty, the environment 
and technology 
Attending seminars and 
conferences, leading 
workshops and participating in 
discussions with grass-roots 
workers in communities to 
explore these issues • • • 
Writing an audiovisual on 
world hunger and publishing a 
bimonthly newsletter called 
Food and Hunger Notes 
Regional MCCs 
T h e four M C C regions provided significant increases in 
contr ibut ions and material aid f rom their const i tuency 
members as par t o f the ongoing response to African 
famine and other areas o f need. 
T h e East C o a s t and Great Lakes regions organized a corn 
drive that provided 4 , 0 0 0 tons o f grain for Africa and 
Centra l America . 
Churches in all four r e g i o n s — W e s t C o a s t , Centra l States , 
G r e a t Lakes and Eas t C o a s t — c o n t r i b u t e d to the 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 
blankets that were shipped to 1 2 countries . In the first 
hal f o f the year, 9 2 , 0 0 0 blankets were shipped t o 
Ethiopia . This was the m o s t ever shipped by M C C to o n e 
country in a s ix -month period. 
Central States regional office 
assisting with MCC displays 
and personnel recruitment at 
many meetings including Ames 
85, the biennial conference of 
the Mennonite Church • • • 
West Coast MCC office and 
Material Aid Center in Reedley, 
Calif., moving across town to a 
new location 
Activities included: • • • 
Support by Central States, 
Great Lakes and East Coast 
regions for wheelchair trip of 
Mike King from Alaska to 
Washington, D.C. King, 
paralyzed from the waist down, 
challenged individuals and 
organizations to keep working 
at the concerns of the 
handicapped, and generated 
funds including those for 
MCC's work with 
developmentally disabled 
people. 
• • • 
Great Lakes office sponsoring 
a disabilities survey in 
Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ churches in Ohio to help 
churches become more aware 
of disabled people's concerns 
Farm crisis response 
At its J a n u a r y 1 9 8 5 annual meeting, M C C U.S . created a 
task force to respond to the call for help f r o m farmers 
affected by the farm crisis. T h e task force, consist ing o f 
five farmers f rom N e b r a s k a , Iowa, Ill inois, Indiana and 
Pennsylvania, focused on developing a n e t w o r k of 
informat ion and support for f inancial ly distressed farm 
communit ies . 
T h e immediate farm agenda was to give counsel and 
support to M e n n o n i t e farmers w h o have lost or will lose 
their farms, but the task force is also seeking to provide 
counsel to those w h o still have a chance t o cont inue 
farming. 
Activities included: 
• • • 
Publishing an Inter-Mennonite 
Farm Newsletter, an idea that 
emerged from a farm issues 
committee established at the 
Laurelville Faith and Farming 
Conference in November 1984; 
similar Faith and Farming 
Conference held in December 
1985 
Starting an Iowa-based FARM 
HOTLINE to provide 
information and emotional 
support for U.S. farmers 
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SELFHELP Crafts 
S E L F H E L P Crafts U.S. continued a steady pattern of 
growth with about a 16 percent increase in sales. T w o 
new shops were opened—one in St. Louis, M o . , and 
another in Champaign, 111. 
1 9 8 5 was a year of major ground breaking in terms of 
marketing and education with SELFHELP's first full year 
of promotion in the commercial giftware industry. 
Mennonite Mental Health Services 
Mennonite Mental Health Services ( M M H S ) helped 
people through the programs of its eight member mental 
health centers and through its educational and 
consultation services. 
Activities included: • • • 
Assisting its partner 
organization in Paraguay in 
operating a men's 
rehabilitation ward at the 
National Psychiatric Hospital in 
Asuncion • • • 
Responding to a call for help 
from farming communities in 
Iowa and Nebraska for people 
suffering emotional distress 
because of the farm crisis, and 
providing crisis seminars and 
counseling training for pastors 
in these farm communities 
Meeting jointly with the MCC 
U.S. Executive Committee to 
discuss the relationship of 
MMHS to its member centers 
and hospitals and their 
relationships with constituent 
churches • • • 
Developmental Disabilities 
Services (DDS), a ministry of 
MMHS, raising awareness of 
disability concerns through its 
publications and consultation 
services 
MCC U.S. Financial* 
Income 
General contributions allocated $1,730,000 
Designated contributions 264,003 
Grant income 31,100 
VS unit income 583,570 
Refugee Resettlement income 23,855 
MMHS member hospital 
contributions 43,040 
Meat canner income 117,032 




Total income 2,587,496 
Disbursements 
U.S. Program $1,135,406 
U.S. Peace Section 268,106 
Mennonite Disaster Service 120,219 
Mennonite Mental Health 
Services 167,369 
Development Education 22,196 
Farm Crisis 5,820 
Material Aid 305,504 
West Coast MCC 147,460 
MCC Central States 133,933 
MCC Great Lakes 70,493 
MCC East Coast 44,615 
Executive Office 52,200 
Headquarters expense 227,015 





Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) 
Tornadoes and flash floods created massive needs in 
eastern United States. M D S volunteers helped clean up 
debris left in the paths of devastating tornadoes which 
damaged thousands of homes in eastern United States in 
May. They also helped local residents clean up and repair 
their homes following fall flash floods in Virginia, West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania and Maryland. 
Activities included: • • • 
Helping victims of floods, 
tornadoes, hurricanes, 
mudslides, fire and 
earthquakes in 23 states and 
several Canadian provinces 
• • • 
Assisting farm families in the 
economic crisis by 
transporting seed and fertilizer 
and helping cultivate and plant 
crops • • • 
MDS youth squads working in 
Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona, California, North 
Carolina, Kentucky and 
Pennsylvania 
Washington, DC 
Belle Glade, FL 
Miami, FL 




New Orleans, LA 6 
Minneapolis, MN 1 




Net increase in operating fund 
balance 
•Does not include SELFHELP Crafts 
MCC U.S. VS Personnel 
Reedley, CA 2 * * * 
2,524,997 
62,499 
voluntary Service, Bible 
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A message from the MCC executive 
secretary 
There was no shortage of human need in 1985. Major 
natural disasters were only momentarily more visible than 
the continuing human trauma in Southern and Eastern 
Africa, Central America, South Asia and the Middle East. 
Mennonite Central Committee with its limited resources 
nevertheless made a notable impact in meeting these 
human needs. 
The enormity of such great need can easily overwhelm the 
senses. The temptation to retreat and the possibility of 
exhaustion are too well known. Constituents, staff and 
people in the field have to continually remind themselves 
that to work "In the name of Christ" is to reflect a love 
incarnate that knows no boundaries or limits. The well-
known church historian Martin Marty noted after 
surveying the demise of Western optimism: "Some things 
can be done. One reaches out where one can." He then 
added that we cannot "give up on the world before God 
does." 
This report records the story of 1985 in broad strokes. I 
wish we had space to mention by name the people who 
demonstrated what it means to be "partners in God's 
service." Such a list would include constituents in Canada 
and the United States who donate tens of thousands of 
working hours to support hundreds of in-service workers. 
These workers offer years of their lives shaping what Urie 
A. Bender has called "a loving, responding Christian 
presence within the pressing realities of human need." 
We are indeed grateful for the prayers and financial 
support and the work of dedicated people in North 
America and around the world, who join us as "partners 
in God's service." 
• • • John A. Lapp, MCC 
executive secretary 
1985 in summary 
Total personnel: 976 in 50 countries 
Total material aid: 79.6 million pounds/35.8 million 
kilograms to 34 countries 
Total income: $33,030,088 
Total expenses: $30,803,365 




MCC International (cash) 45.0% 
$13,851,482 
SELFHELP Crafts 9.0% 
$2,776,028 
MCC International 
Material aid (in kind) 38.0% 
$11,717,632 
Cash projects 
• • • 
(March) Refugee assistance, 
North America: Mennonites, 
who have often been displaced 
throughout their history, 
generously support programs 
for refugees. Currently both 
MCC U.S. and MCC Canada 
have a variety of refugee 
resettlement and assistance 
programs. 
A Spanish-speaking VSer at 
(Edmonton) Mennonite Centre 
for newcomers and a VSer at a 
social service agency for 
refugees living in Washington, 
D.C., are among MCC workers 
ministering to strangers. $596 
supports a VSer for one month; 
$138 for a week. Please include 
number USP7002 with your 
contribution. 
• • • 
(April) Immunizations, Haiti: 
In the hills of northeast Haiti 
only four out of 10 children 
have ever had shots to 
protect them from diseases 
like tetanus, whooping cough 
or tuberculosis. MCC is 
working with local health 
officials to vaccinate 3,000 
children. 
$400 provides vaccinations 
for one community; 50 cents 
protects one child. Please 
include project number 
HA6909 with your 
contribution. 
fce^0 
Material aid projects 
• • • 
(March) Bars of soap: New bars 
of soap are greatly prized in 
many countries. One hundred 
thousand bars are needed 
annually to fill requests. Used 
soap bars from hotels and 
motels are also requested. 
Hospitals and orphanages are 
among recipients of soap. 
• • • 
(April) Bandages: Bandages 
rolled from used sheets are 
needed in hospitals and other 
institutional programs. To 
make bandages, remove 
selvage and tear material into 
strips two to four inches wide. 
Sew ends together by laying 
one on top of the other, making 
a flat seam. Roll until bandage 
measures three inches in 
diameter. Tack end with a few 
stitches. MCC expects to ship 
bandages to five countries in 
1986. 
I 
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od aP work in our world 
With the Lord 
whom he loved 
Harvey R. Sider—Bishop, Canadian 
Conference 
What a painful experience to pick up 
the phone and listen to the sad news of 
the sudden and unexpected passing of 
Reverend Surendra N. Roy. Reflection 
upon Brother Roy's promotion to glory 
brought an unusual sense of deep per-
sonal loss because of my very close asso-
ciation with "Suren" as a genuine friend, 
respected counselor, and true colleague. 
Reverend Roy, who received his theo-
logical training in the late 1940s at Alla-
habad Bible Seminary, and was ordained 
to the ministry in 1954 by Bishop Henry 
N. Hostetter, faithfully and effectively 
served the church in India for the past 35 
years. Often his selfless ministry was 
accomplished at great personal and 
financial sacrifice. 
My life has been much enriched 
through the privilege of serving with a 
caring brother and leader of the church. 
My first significant contact with Brother 
Roy occurred when I accepted, as a 
brand new arrival in India, his invitation 
to preach during a week of renewal in his 
home church, Saharsa. Three things 
stand out concerning that meeting: the 
confidence he displayed in a person who 
had not yet become accultured; his help-
ful insights as I attempted to move from 
Hindu philosophy and theology to a 
Christian contrast; and his excellent 
leadership, including dynamic and pre-
cise translation for one who was not yet 
fluent in Hindi. 
Many pleasant memories flood over 
me as I recall social events, worship 
experiences and lively interchanges in 
church board sessions and council meet-
ings. Because he carried heavy responsi-
bilities within the church—long-term 
pastor of Saharsa Brethren in Christ 
Church, Saharsa regional superintend-
ent, and, from time to time, church 
chairman (moderator) or treasurer—he 
would often refer to his "too many 
works to do." 
Missionaries, as well as nationals, 
sought his wise counsel. We deeply 
appreciated his life of integrity and 
straightforwardness. We also remember 
him as a model father—a loving hus-
V ;:. 
Surendra Roy 
band and caring parent who, with his 
wife, Dorothy Mary, parented a lovely 
family of five children. 
Thrilling journaling 
Marlin Zook—Japan 
Sometimes I compare the gospel to a 
coin, with one side being forgiveness of 
sins and failures, and the other side 
being the blessings we have in Christ. In 
the past the Japanese have not responded 
to the emphasis on sin; so, rather than 
starting with that, I have been present-
ing the idea of what we can become if we 
follow God's plan for our life. When I 
challenge the Japanese to imagine their 
lives in perfection, they realize there is a 
gap between what they are and what 
they can become. They then are willing 
to hear what Christ can do in their lives, 
and how he can close the gap which we 
call sin. 
Since September I have been putting 
most of my energy into three new classes 
(total membership is 37) where we empha-
size this approach. To help each person 
apply the lesson to life, we use what is 
called "journaling." Each student keeps 
a journal for writing inner thoughts and 
reactions to the day's lesson. This per-
sonalizes what they heard and helps 
them apply it to their own unique situa-
tion. One woman, after her first class, 
expressed appreciation by saying, "This 
is related to life." I was pleased with her 
response because this is what the gospel 
is all about. I am enjoying teaching these 
classes and am thrilled to see the 
response. 
Three new ladies from one class have 
started to attend church on a regular 
basis; and at a recent evangelistic meet-
ing, five class members came, and one 
even brought a friend. That is a tre-
mendous response from a class of 15, 
and is much faster than your usual Eng-
lish or Bible classes. Thank God for the 
work he is doing, and thank you for 
your prayers for me and these new 
classes. Continue to pray for those who 
have started attending church services. 
We are thankful for the two women who 
were baptized into the Fuchu church in 
June and September, and we pray for 
more baptisms before we leave Japan. 
Happily married?? 
Ben Stoner—Navajo Mission 
I have been talking with several young 
couples, most of whom are married. At 
some time alcohol has been a problem in 
each of their homes. Wives and girl 
friends want husbands who do not drink 
at all. 
An unmarried couple came to visit. 
She was very talkative; he was quiet. 
After we had talked an hour, I asked 
"Do you ever drink?" 
He responded immediately, "Every 
weekend. I like to have two beers." 
I asked her. She never drank. 
"How do you feel about drinking?' 
She blushed and looked around, 
down, at him, and me, but said nothing. 
I waited, and then we talked a bit 
about drinking. I asked again, "I want to 
know how you feel. You two will need to 
talk about this. I have a question that 
may embarrass you. Maybe you will not 
want to answer it. Do you want a hus-
band who drinks, or one who doesn't 
drink?" 
She answered, "Doesn't." 
That allowed me to get on with the 
conversation. We will be meeting again. 
Pray that they will find Christ as the 
answer to this and other problems. 
Another couple with three small boys 
is almost ready to "split" because they 
blame each other for their troubles. 
Alcohol is one of them. 
Two other couples have become Chris-
tians in the last nine months. Drinking 
used to be part of their lives. They are 
still fighting temptations and need en-
couragement from fellow Christians. 
Still another couple, recently mar-
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ried, are trying to stay away from alco-
hol without the Lord's help. Temptation 
is very strong for the husband. 
As we work daily with people like 
this, pray for miracles of God's salvation 
and deliverance. 
Church packed 
for a workshop 
Mary Olive Lady—Zambia 
Theological Education by Extension 
(TEE) has been one of the encouraging 
areas of my work. The final results are 
not yet in from all the centers, but it 
appears that we will reach our goal of 
200 certificates given for TEE in 1985. 
Since many hours are spent in coordi-
nating the translating and printing of the 
books, it's a special pleasure when I am 
able to actually visit the centers. Such an 
opportunity came several weeks ago 
when we combined a TEE contact with 
a Christian Education workshop at the 
Bbombo Church. 
When we arrived at Bbombo, the 
church was already packed. Since "Zam-
bian time" works both ways, we started 
the workshop 30 minutes ahead of sched-
ule. Seventeen certificates were given to 
those who had completed the course in 
Christian Family Living. Husbands and 
wives, who had studied together, gave 
testimonies of how TEE had changed 
their homes. Others gave memory pas-
sages learned in the course. All students 
eagerly picked up their books for the 
next course—Genesis, Part I. 
Over 650 adults, representing 63 con-
gregations, attended the Christian Edu-
cation workshops held throughout 1985. 
By hooking up the projector to the car 
battery, we use Christian Education 
filmstrips that have been especially devel-
oped for African churches. Heisey 
Muchimba and Namuya Mwaanga, the 
two young women who work in my 
office, have a lively dialogue to promote 
the sale of books. Even with today's 
economic squeeze, there's a great de-
mand for Bibles and Christian litera-
ture. After selecting a large pile of 
books, one man explained, "It's because 
I have many children." 
Gems on 
It is an amazing thing that 
should stab Christians into an 
awful realization of their respon-
sibility, that in a real sense God 
has limited himself in the working 
of the great and mighty things he 
so desires to accomplish for man's 
good, to the prayers of his people. 
If we will not pray, to put it 
bluntly, he cannot work. Jesus 
our Lord, we are told, could not 
do the mighty works of love and 
healing he was wont to do, in 
Nazareth, his hometown. It was 
because of the unbelief of the 
people. Unbelief and prayerless-
ness spring from the same root. 
As unbelief bound the Savior's 
hands, so prayerlessness binds 
God's. Just why God's working 
the great and mighty things for 
man's eternal well-being and glory 
is limited to man's praying may be 
one of the deep mysteries of theol-
ogy, but there it stands. 
We have a sound scriptural 
basis for this in 1 John 5:14-15, 
"And this is the confidence that 
Prayer 
by F. J. Huegel 
we have in him, that, if we ask any 
thing according to his will, he 
heareth us: And if we know that 
he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions 
that we desired of him" (KJV). It 
is when we ask according to his 
will that he hears us. Once we 
have his ear and what we ask is in 
line with his purposes, then we 
know we have the petition we 
desired of him. An absolute certi-
tude comes to us, even before the 
answer is given, that it will be 
given. 
Prayer is not the cunning art of 
using God, subjecting him to one's 
selfish ends in an effort to get out 
of him what you want. Before 
prayer can be real prayer in a truly 
biblical sense, it must be worship, 
and that means praise. 
To pray the prayer of faith, the 
prayer of a righteous man that 
availeth much, we must learn to 
distinguish the voice of the Lord 
and know what he is about. Suc-
cess depends not so much upon 
our much asking, our persistent 
speaking, as on our careful listen-
ing. "I will stand upon my watch," 
said the prophet, "and see what he 
will say unto me . . ." 
Discouraged prayer warrior, 
find a prayer companion with 
whom you can be perfectly natu-
ral, one with whom you can stand 
in a perfect spirit of oneness in a 
common Savior, and enter with 
this one upon a glorious adven-
ture of prayer. If you cannot find 
such a prayer partner, ask the 
Lord to raise one up for you. It 
shall be done. A new day will 
dawn of such a glory and beauty 
as you never dreamed was possi-
ble this side of heaven. 
If we would only let God be 
God, which of course means a 
sovereign control of our lives and 
such a divine direction of our 
affairs as Jesus, the Son of Man, 
owned, we would not have to do 
much asking. 
Reprinted by permission from Suc-
cessful Praying by F. J. Huegel, pub-
lished and copyright 1973, Bethany 
House Publishers, Minneapolis, Minne-
sota 55438. Selected by Donald R. Zook, 
executive director of Brethren in Christ 
Missions. 
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International Peace Committee comes of age; 
sees growing role 
The International Mennonite Peace 
Committee, a fledgling organization, is 
coming of age. This was evident from 
the discussion and decisions undertaken 
by the committee as it met in India dur-
ing December. 
Activities included peace seminars in 
Hyderabad and Calcutta, preaching in 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
churches on two Sundays, and three 
days of meetings for the committee 
itself. The latter took place at the Jeevan 
Jyothi (Life and Light) Retreat Center 
in Hyderabad. 
In his opening remarks, Asian repre-
sentative R. S. Lemuel of India empha-
sized the crucial importance of a world-
wide Anabaptist peace group. He pointed 
out that while non-church peace groups 
have their place, they are not based on 
an eternal foundation. 
Gandhi's contribution was significant, 
he noted, but mainly for one specific 
event in India's history. In comparison, 
the church's peace witness is relevant for 
all times and for all places since its foun-
dation is Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
A highlight of the meeting was the 
report from the committee members on 
the role of the church in the society and 
Manager/Caretaker 
Needed 
Memorial Holiness Camp in West 
Milton, Ohio, is searching for a 
couple—or individual—to serve as 
manager-caretaker beginning in 
the spring of 1986. The position 
inc ludes a res idence on the 
grounds, some benefits, and a cash 
base. The person employed may 
supplement the work at the camp 
with other employment. The direc-
tors are thinking of persons of 
retirement age who are willing to 
come somewhat on a voluntary 
service basis. 
Anyone interested in inquiring 
about this position may write to 
Rev. Paul Hess, chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the camp. His 
address is 2961 Aquadale Lane, 
Cincinnati, OH 45211; telephone 
(513) 481-5996. Or contact Bishop 
Owen Alderfer, P.O. Box 57, West 
Milton, OH 45383; telephone (513) 
698-4253. 
IMPC members visit informally during meetings at Hyderabad. From left: Hansulrich 
Gerber of Switzerland, Philip Mudenda of Zambia, Cesar del Aguila of Guatemala, 
Mukanza llunga of Zaire and Urbane Peachey of the U.S. 
nation from where they come. The 
representatives from Central America, 
Africa and Asia expressed a number of 
concerns. 
Cesar del Aguila of Guatemala cau-
tioned North American and European 
churches not to take unilateral peace 
action in Latin America without con-
sulting with the churches in the region. 
Mukanza llunga of Zaire highlighted 
the lack of peace teaching and educa-
tional materials in Zaire and in Africa 
generally. 
Philip Mudenda, from the Brethren 
in Christ Church in Zambia, pointed to 
the close link between economics and 
justice. The high interest rates charged 
by the European and North American 
nations impoverish African countries. 
He challenged churches in the devel-
oped nations to speak to their govern-
ments against this injustice. 
R. S. Lemuel depicted the tensions 
faced by the Mennonite church in India. 
Internally the church needs help in 
reconciling disputes peacefully. Exter-
nally the church lives as a minority (3 
percent of India's population is Chris-
tian) in the midst of a society dominated 
by Hindus and Muslims. These religions 
are also evangelistic and zealous. How 
do Christians share the Christian gospel 
of peace in this society? 
Added to India's religious milieu are 
the social problems of poverty, tribal-
ism, and caste distinctions. Lemuel ex-
pressed a strong need for the global 
Mennonite connection as a context for 
peace work in India. 
Both Hansulrich Gerber of Switzer-
land and Helmut Harder of Canada 
responded by confessing that in Europe 
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and North America there was not suffi-
cient sensitivity to complicity in these 
problems, and that matters of peace and 
justice were on the priority list of only a 
few congregations. 
The executive secretary of Mennonite 
World Conference, Paul Kraybill, who 
was also present for the meeting, out-
lined his ideas for the growing work of 
International Mennonite Peace Com-
mittee. He spoke of the committee's 
creative work done thus far, and observed 
that, while distance creates a problem, 
the IMPC agenda is significant and its 
program needs to be focused and broad-
ened. Also the ties with MWC need to 
be clarified. 
In response to this challenge, the 
committee spent some time setting 
priorities and suggesting structural and 
administrative connections with MWC. 
Three priorities were stated: 
1) Provide resource and help to plan 
parts of MWC events. 
2) Learn the importance of listening 
to and reflecting on the experience of the 
churches and sharing information. State-
ments should grow out of sharing and 
Bible study together, an approach that 
leads to new theological experience and 
personal change in people's lives. 
3) Support peace and justice educa-
tion in the churches. 
Regarding the working relationship 
with MWC, it was emphasized that the 
IMPC sees itself as a sub-committee of 
MWC and not as an extension of Men-
nonite Central Committee Peace Sec-
tion. 
The committee responded to a letter 
from MCC Peace Section which pro-
posed that the IMPC consider taking a 
Evangelical Visitor 
L 
Mission support is barely 
keeping pace with inflation, 
according to survey 
greater share of international peace 
agenda under its care. While the IMPC 
is not ready or able to undertake exten-
sive program, it is eager to expand its 
role as outlined in the priorities as listed 
above. 
The matter of representation was also 
reviewed. At present the committee has 
one representative from each of the con-
tinents except Africa, which has two. It 
was decided that Asia and Latin Amer-
ica should be asked to increase their 
representation to two persons as well. 
Though the committee is young and 
its work has been exploratory, signifi-
cant work has already been accom-
plished, observed Urbane Peachey, exec-
utive secretary, who reviewed past events. 
The 1980 meeting in Nicaragua and 
Colombia seemed to focus the task and 
also provided an intense exposure to 
two Latin American contexts. 
At the Nairobi meeting in 1981, in 
conjunction with the Mennonite World 
Conference General Council meeting, 
three case studies—on Ethiopia, Taiwan 
and Zimbabwe—init iated a major 
agenda, continuing study of the role of 
the church in society. 
A series of four presentations by 
Helmut Harder to the General Council 
spawned the booklet, The Biblical Way 
of Peace, which has since been trans-
lated into at least nine languages. 
The committee took major initiatives 
in planning the peace interest group and 
working group programs at the XI 
Assembly of MWC in Strasbourg in 
1984. In the future the committee will 
publish a volume of case studies on The 
Role of the Church in Society. The 
majority of these were presented at 
Strasbourg. 
In addition, IMPC members have 
represented the Mennonite peace wit-
ness at various places. Ilunga traveled 
for three weeks in southern Africa on 
behalf of the committee. Del Aguila 
visited Nicaragua. Gerber participated 
in a conference at Strasbourg which 
dealt with the conscientious objector 
status. Harder attended the worldwide 
ecumenical conference on "Life and 
Peace" in Sweden. Peachey represented 
IMPC in visits to Japan, Brazil and the 
Soviet Union. R. S. Lemuel has con-
ducted peace seminars in several places 
in India. 
The next meeting is projected for 
1987 in conjunction with the MWC 
General Council sessions in Paraguay. 
A major agenda item will be to assist in 
planning program for the MWCassem-
bly in Winnipeg, Canada, in 1990. • 
The contribution graph slopes up— 
however slightly; the personnel graph 
slopes down. 
This was the general picture that 
emerged from a recent survey of North 
American Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ mission and service agencies that 
cooperate through the Council of Inter-
national Ministries (CIM). The survey 
was compiled by Wilbert R. Shenk, 
secretary of CIM since 1973 and vice 
president of Mennonite Board of Mis-
sions (Mennonite Church) overseas 
ministries division. He reported his find-
ings to the December 2-4 CIM meetings 
held at Techny, 111., near Chicago. 
With figures supplied by partner 
agencies, Shenk traced both contribu-
tion and personnel patterns over the 
past 19 years. During this period, the 
combined receipts increased from $5.2 
million in 1966 to $26.7 million in 
1985—an average of 22 percent per year. 
When these figures were translated into 
"1967 constant dollars," however, the 
increase amounted to only 3.5 percent 
per year. 
By contrast, the total number of peo-
ple serving in these programs is slowly 
declining. In 1966 the total was 1,462; 
now it is 1,318. 
Within the general picture there was 
considerable variation between agencies. 
Five had less income (measured by the 
1967 constant dollar) in 1966 than in 
1985. Mennonite Board of Missions 
(Mennonite Church), for example, re-
ported an overall 28 percent drop in 
income. The General Conference Men-
nonite Church Commission on Over-
seas Mission income dropped 1.5 per-
cent. 
Eight showed increases (in 1967 con-
stant dollars). Mennonite Central Com-
mittee reported the largest increase over 
19 years—about 292 percent. The next 
highest overall increases were reported 
by Brethren in Christ Missions (126 per-
cent), Evangelical Mennonite Church 
(Canada) Board of Missions (103 per-
cent) and Mennonite Brethren Board of 
Missions and Service (61 percent). 
All but three of the agenices have 
fewer people in service now than in 
1966. The Evangelical Mennonite 
Church (Canada) Board of Missions 
reported the largest increase—from 42 
people in 1966 to 100 now. Most of this 
increase has come since 1979. 
Future of CIM 
After introducing the survey findings, 
Shenk outlined issues in CIM's history. 
He identified the "driving force" that 
prompted mission board secretaries to 
start meeting with each other and with 
Mennonite Central Committee in 1958 
as "the uneasy relationship between the 
mission boards and MCC as a relief and 
service agency." The tension, he sug-
gested, has been addressed at the organ-
izational level, but not theologically. 
Shenk pointed to regular consulta-
tion and to agreements (formalized in 
1964) that MCC be seen as the fore-
runner of missions. He called for another 
round of talks and a review of the 1964 
agreement. 
The founding issues are still there, he 
suggested, but the context is changing. 
He cited two developments: first, the 
current ferment on the relationship of 
word and deed in the evangelical com-
munity; secondly, the appeals from 
churches internationally for more direct 
relationships—church to church rather 
than church to mission agency. 
"CIM is more essential now than 
ever," commented John Lapp, MCC 
executive secretary, in the discussion. 
He voiced concern about the fragmenta-
tion of mission and service efforts and 
the growing number of organizations 
doing their own thing. He also noted the 
pressure on MCC Canada to become a 
church planting organization. 
After the meeting Shenk commented: 
"We're caught in an institutional sepa-
rateness which we don't believe in theo-
logically." When asked whether the next 
step should be merger of mission and 
service agencies he suggested "there are 
philosophical, practical and legal rea-
sons to maintain some separateness." 
He re-emphasized the need for further 
talks. 
The discussion will be picked up at 
the next CIM meeting in Winnipeg, 
May 20-21, 1986. —by Ron Rempel, 
editor of Mennonite Reporter, for 
Meetinghouse. 
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Qkurck KJews 
MMA sharing grants to 
14 Brethren in Christ 
In the Brethren in Christ Church, 14 
members received $7,030 in sharing 
grants from Mennonite Mutual Aid, 
Goshen, Ind., in 1985. 
These grants come from Fraternal 
Activities programs, designed to help 
members with needs that create hard-
ships. The ten programs supplement the 
assistance given by congregations to 
members. 
Of the 14 members receiving grants, 2 
were assisted with medical expenses 
through the Catastrophe Aid program. 
Six members participated in the Spe-
cial Premium Needs program, which 
shares medical premiums among the 
congregation, member, and MMA. 
Two members, with mental or physi-
cal handicaps, received medical premium 
assistance through the Special Depend-
ent Adults program. 
The FOCUS (Funding Opportunities 
for Congregations United in Sharing) 
program matched funds raised by con-
gregations to aid two members expe-
riencing hardships because of an acci-
dent, disaster, or disability. 
The Church Workers Aid program 
assisted with the life plan premiums of 
an overseas worker. The Emergency 
Aid program provided funds to help pay 
the uninsured medical expenses of a 
non-MMA member. 
Fraternal grants are available because 
of Mennonite Mutual Aid Association's 
tax-exempt status. Instead of paying 
taxes, MMAA uses these funds for 
Fraternal Activities benefits. 
Erma Jean Bert joins 
Messiah Village staff 
Erma Jean Bert hasjoined the staff at 
Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
as staff development coordinator. She 
will coordinate in-service programs, 
orientation of new staff in all depart-
ments of the Village, as well as coordi-
nating the newly developed training 
program for nursing assistant/home 
health aides. 
Mrs. Bert holds RNand BSN degrees, 
and is a graduate of Messiah College, 
Grantham, Pa., and Women's Medical 
College School of Nursing in Philadel-
phia. She served with Brethren in Christ 
Missions from 1966-71 at Macha Hos-
pital in Zambia and Mtshabezi Hospital 
in Zimbabwe. After her marriage to 
Samuel Bert in 1971, the Berts returned 
to Macha Hospital for 12 years. They 
presently reside in Mechanicsburg. 
Ordination of Gregory Funk 
Surrounded by family and friends, 
Gregory D. Funk was ordained to the 
Christian ministry on Sunday, Novem-
ber 10, 1985. The service was held at the 
Bertie Brethren in Christ Church, Ste-
vensville, Ont., where Greg serves as 
pastor. 
The sermon of ordination was given 
by Dr. John Byers, bishop of the Atlan-
tic Conference, under whose adminis-
tration Greg had formerly served. Bishop 
Harvey Sider conducted the service and 
presented the charge of ordination. 
Greg was born in Lancaster County, 
Pa., with the Manor congregation as his 
home church. He received his education 
at Lancaster Bible College and the Evan-
gelical School of Theology where his 
studies included an emphasis on marital 
therapy. Previous ministry included a 
year at Life Line Mission, San Fran-
cisco, Calif., and a term as youth minis-
ter at Refton, Pa. 
Greg met his wife, Bev, through the 
Youth for Christ Alumni Club pro-
gram. Following marriage, they assumed 
pastoral leadership of the Maytown 
Brethren in Christ Church, then moved 
to Ontario in 1984. God has blessed 
their home with a daughter, Kristen. In 
addition to Bishop and Mrs. John Byers, 
attendees at the ordination included the 
parents of both Greg and Bev. 
Evangelical Visitor 
LeRoy Eberly, Don Shafer representatives 
to Southern California immigration committee 
In an attempt to deal with common 
problems, among them immigration con-
cerns, a number of Anabaptist congre-
gations in the Los Angeles area have 
formed a Council of Anabaptist Lead-
ers. Representatives are from the Breth-
ren in Christ, Mennonite, Mennonite 
Brethren, and General Conference Men-
nonite Churches. The immigration com-
mittee has formally organized, and has 
begun helping persons within the Ana-
baptist community who have immigra-
tion problems. 
President of the immigration com-
mittee is LeRoy Eberly, pastor of the 
Gethsemani Brethren in Christ congre-
gation in La Puente. Eberly has pas-
tored several Hispanic congregations, 
and is currently starting Gethsemani in a 
Mexican-American/Central American 
community. 
The vice-president is Salvador Arana, 
pastor of Monte Sinai (MC) in Los 
Angeles. Arana is currently the South-
west representative to the Comite Ad-
ministrative of the Concilio Nacional. 
Monte Sinai is a primarily Salvadoran 
congregation. Arana is formerly from El 
Salvador. 
The secretary is Louis Samudio, pas-
tor of City Terrace (MB) in Los Angeles. 
Samudio is from East Los Angeles, the 
same area where he now is pastoring. 
City Terrace is primarily a Mexican-
American congregation. 
The treasurer is Simson Sudjarwadi, 
an elder of the Jemaat Kristen Indonesia 
congregation of San Fernando Valley 
(MC). This congregation is two years 
old and is growing rapidly in the In-
donesian community. 
Other members of the Immigration 
Committee are: Melissa McDougal, who 
has received training from MCC on 
immigration matters and is a member of 
the primarily Belizian Family Menno-
nite congregation (MC); Don Shafer, 
who is the general secretary of the 
Brethren in Christ and serves on the 
MCC board; and Philip Chen, who is a 
leader of the Taiwanese Trinity Congre-





The group "Gentle Spirit" f rom Waynesboro 
presented a program of music and puppetry on 
January 12 to the Air Hill congregation, Cham-
bersburg. Pa. • The Antrim congregation, Cham-
bersburg. Pa., recently received 12 new members, 
bringing the total to 319. • Four couples f rom the 
Big Valley church, Belleville, Pa., attended Camp 
Freedom meetings, January 22-February 2. 
The Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, 
Pa., held a note-burning ceremony on November 
24 for the liquidation of the debt for their church. 
This was held one day short of 10 years after the 
kickoff dinner for the fundraising campaign. Since 
that time, seven acres of ground surrounding the 
church also have been bought and paid for. • Luke 
Reefer Jr. shared the morning message on January 
12 at the Dillsburg, Pa., church. He spoke on 
"Regard for Small Things." 
The teen Crusaders of the Fairview Avenue 
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., held a "Rock-a-
thon" on January 17-18 to begin raising funds for 
their summer missions trip. • The Messiah College 
music group of four men and four women, "Morn-
ing Star 8," presented the evening service on Feb-
ruary 2 to the Five Forks congregation, Waynes-
boro, Pa. • On January 19, Devon Bontrager, 
church developer serving the Brethren in Christ, 
presented a program about involvement in church 
planting to the Hanover, Pa., congregation. 
Rev. Eugene Heidler presided at the installation 
of Ralph Palmer recently at the Jemison Valley 
church, Westfield, Pa. Ten people were baptized 
in a service last fall, and in January 11 people 
joined the church after the pastor's sermon, "You 
Need the Church and the Church Needs You." • 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Khumalo brought greetings 
to the Messiah Village congregation, Mechanics-
burg, Pa., f rom Zimbabwe in the January 5 morn-
ing service. • Rev. Allan Hopper f rom Calgary, 
Alberta, was guest speaker in the January 19 
morning service at the New Guilford church, 
Chambersburg, Pa. 
The Pleasant View congregation, Red Lion, 
Pa., recently received $15,000 for the building 
fund f rom the estate of former member Erwin 
Feigler. The building indebtedness has been re-
duced from $74,000 to $ 1,800 in only three years. • 
The Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md„ 
hosted the Billy Graham Association Christian 
Life and Witness Classes during February and 
March to help members lead people to Christ and 
know how to follow up on those decisions. The 
church board has set a goal of seven new members 
for 1986. 
From January 5-27, Bishop H. Frank Kipe led a 
tour of nine persons through our churches in 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, and London. They planned 
to see their son Ray and his family in Zambia. • 
Several Allegheny Conference churches partici-
pated in the annual meat canning project at Clo-
verbloom Meat Market, Greencastle, Pa., in 
January. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
hosted the 40-voice Lancaster Mennonite High 
School Campus Chorale directed by Clyde M. 
Hollinger on January 4. • Dave Engle shared his 
experiences touring America with Wandering 
Wheels on January 5 with the Cross Roads con-
gregation, Mt. Joy, Pa. The church also coopera-
tively sponsored the Keystone Bible Institute, 
February 2-6. 
In early January, the Elizabethtown congrega-
tion held evangelistic services with Rev. Lane Hos-
tetter, who works in public relations and devel-
opment at Messiah Village. He is the former 
pastor of the Lancaster, Pa., congregation. • The 
Lampost Theater Company, an outreach of Iowas 
Christian Theater, ministered on January 15 to the 
Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla. The 
troupe performs at prisons, coffeehouses, and 
youth rallies, as well as churches. On January 23, 
John Rush, Director of Freedom Gate (Reading) 
spoke to the Lancaster, Pa. congregation about 
the halfway house for prison parolees and such a 
house in Lancaster. 
The Palmyra, Pa., congregation observed "Lay-
men's Sunday" on January 19. Four members 
spoke on "Sharing Our Faith" in the school, in 
relationships, in work, and in camping experi-
ences. Dr. Harold Engle brought the morning 
message from Nehemiah 6. • Twelve Atlantic con-
ference quiz teams gathered on January 19 at the 
Refton, Pa., church. On January 26 the congrega-
tion viewed the Jews for Jesus film, "Still Not 
Ashamed." 
The James Dobson film series, "Turn Your 
Heart Toward Home," was viewed on six consecu-
tive Thursday evenings by the Souderton, Pa., 
congregation. • Two small groups from the 
Speedwell Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa., viewed 
four videos by David and Karen Mains on Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings in January, February, 
and March. 
Canadian Conference 
The Bridlewood congregation, Agincourt, Ont., 
promoted the January 17-19 Marriage Enrich-
ment weekend in Ancaster sponsored by Salem 
Christian Counseling Clinic. • Robert Lofthouse 
has been appointed assistant pastor of the Falls 
View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont. • Rev. 
Ross Nigh, recently returned from a trip to India, 
spoke in the December 29 morning service to the 
Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont. The 
church also held a Spiritual Growth Series with 
Dr. Henry Ginder, February 2-9. 
The Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont., 
received 5 new members on December 29. Pastor 
Bosserman has initiated a 10-week sermon series 
on Christian marriage and sexuality, to run from 
January 19 to April 6. • Dr. Ronald J. Sider, 
professor of theology at Eastern Baptist Seminary, 
brought the morning message on December 29 to 
the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont. The 
Emmanuel Bible College Choir ministered on 
January 19. 
The Sherkston, Ont., congregation is one of 
three congregations (others are Lancaster. Pa., 
and Nappanee, Ind.) to report participation in the 
spiritual adventure, "50 Days to Welcome Christ 
to Our Church." The revival adventure, designed 
and promoted by The Chapel of the Air radio 
broadcasts, is intended to renew a sense of Christ's 
The office building recently purchased by the Jacob Engle Foundation. Located at 
850 Wesley Drive, the fine facility is a quarter mile west of U.S. 15 about midway 
between Harrisburg and Grantham, Pa. Offices now located there: Jacob Engle 
Foundation, Eastern Office; Stewardship and Finance Office U.S.A.; and the General 
Treasurer's Office. Don Zook, executive director of the Board for World Missions, will 
soon be moving in. 
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presence in the congregations. The Sherkston 
youth and young adults enjoyed a ski trip on 
January 11. 
On December 29, Howard and Margaret Hall 
and their three children visited the Springvale, 
Ont., congregation, sharing about their work in 
operating bookstores in Dublin, Ireland, and 
London, England, for Operation Mobilization. 
On January 5 the congregation had a carry-in 
dinner to celebrate the 75th birthdays of Rev. Paul 
and Lucie Nigh. Words of appreciation were 
spoken by members of the church, community, 
and family. 
Ten persons recently completed a 36-week 
course in discipleship training taught by Pastor 
W. E. Rickman and Clarence Lehman at the 
Wainfleet, Ont., congregation. A congregational 
family retreat was held at Camp Kahquah on 
January 24-26. Members enjoyed food, cross 
country skiing, snowmobiling, games, and fellow-
ship. 
Central Conference 
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga was guest missions 
speaker on January 26 in the Amherst congrega-
tion, Massillon, Ohio. • Bruce and Kezineth 
Khumalo shared in the morning worship of the 
Ashland, Ohio, congregation on January 12. 
Bruce has been studying at the Ashland and Fuller 
Seminaries. Kezineth was able to come to the 
states for a month to be with him before their 
return to Zimbabwe. 
To observe "Sanctity of Human Life Sunday" 
on January 19, the Christian Union congregation, 
Garrett, Ind., viewed the 30-minute film, "The 
Silent Scream" narrated by former pro-abortionist 
Dr. Bernard Nathanson. The film shows, in black 
and white, a first trimester abortion from the vic-
tim's point of view. • The Sunday evening services 
in January at the Pleasant Hill congregation 
focused on the theme of aging. They viewed the 
film, "My Mother, My Father," which looks at 
alternatives in care for aging parents and the reac-
tion of children who find themselves with this 
responsibility. They also heard a presentation on 
local programs for the elderly. 
Secretary of Overseas Ministries, Rev. Roy 
Sider, spoke in the January 26 evening service at 
the Rolling Acreschurch, McMinnville, Tenn. He 
and his wife Dorothy attended a fellowship time 
afterwards to celebrate the January birthdays and 
anniversaries in the congregation. • The Sippo 
Valley congregation, Massillon, Ohio, enjoyed a 
fellowship dinner on January 19. Joan Schroeder 
and Marian Carr f rom Child Evangelism spoke 
after the meal. 
On the evening of January 19, a representative 
of the Bible Pathways ministry was the guest at the 
Union Grove congregation. New Paris, Ind., 
encouraging the members in the systematic read-
ing of the Word. This program began a series of 
Sunday evening looks at some basic techniques 
and tools for Bible study. Youth and leaders from 
Union Grove recently attended the Word of Life 
Rally in Indianapolis. • The Western Hills con-
gregation, Cincinnati, Ohio, recently received 8 
new members. A fellowship meal preceded the 
annual business meeting on January 19. 
Midwest Conference 
On January 7, the Bethany church, Thomas, 
Okla., held a Christian education seminar for 
Sunday school teachers, assistants, and workers. 
It was led by Ken Letner, executive director of the 
Board for Congregational Life. • Ken had also 
represented the board in Dallas Center, Iowa, on 
January 5 and 6, with a soup and sandwich supper 
preceding his presentation on the 6th. The youth 
of the Dallas Center congregation hosted an "All 
Nighter" recently and viewed the film, "Thief in the 
Night." There was good community response to 
the event. 
The Greater Oklahoma City congregation has 
initiated a new evangelistic thrust called RESCUE 
( t e a c h i n g , .Equipping, Sending, Calling the 
C/nchurched to £ternal Life). They are enlisting 
prayer partners in this total mobilization effort for 
1986. The Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., held a 
Congregational Life Seminar, with Ken Letner 
and Scott Miles as resource persons. The Zion 
church has recently used Evangelical Visitor arti-
cles for reading and discussion in Sunday evening 
services. 
Pacific Conference 
February 2 was a busy day for the Labish, Ore., 
congregation. Bishop Wenger was the morning 
worship guest speaker. A potluck noon meal and 
the annual congregational council meeting fol-
lowed. • The Riverside, Calif., congregation ob-
served Peace Week, January 31-February 8, and 
attended the Board for Congregational Life Body 
Life Festival, February 16. • The Upland, Calif., 
congregation also shared in this festival, which 
included hymn singing, special music, discussion 
groups for youth and adults, sketches of church 
life in area churches, and audience participation in 
psychodrama led by Frank Fimiano. The Upland 
church also held a missions conference January 
24-26 with Louis Cober, Henry Ginder, and the 
Ben Stoner family. Children, grades 1-6, partici-
pated in the Sunday worship opening by display-
ing flags from 10 nations where the Brethren in 
Christ have ministries. 
For the Record 
Births 
Barnes: Emily Marie, December 28; Joe and 
Laurie Barnes, Upland congregation, Calif. 
Bell: Ashley, June 19; Mike and Sandy Bell, 
Springvale congregation, Ont. 
Bell: Mary Elizabeth, November 23; Ronald 
and Melissa Bell, Cedar Grove congregation, Mif-
flintown, Pa. 
Brillinger: Matthew Kent, November 24; Ken 
and Bonnie Brillinger, Heise Hill congregation, 
Gormley, Ont. 
Dezwaan: Michelle Leanne. November 27; 
John and Karen Dezwaan, Heise Hill congrega-
tion. Gormley, Ont. 
Etzweiler: David Dean, November 29; Eric and 
Barbara Etzweiler. Palmyra congregation, Pa. 
Frey: Randy Edward, December 11; Elizabeth 
Frey. Palmyra congregation. Pa. 
Frontz: Jordan Andrew, December 7; Keith 
and Karen Frontz. Cedar Grove congregation, 
Mifflintown, Pa. 
Frymire: Jay Anthony, August 20; Tim and 
Rosanne Frymire. Bethany congregation, Thom-
as, Okla. 
Herbel: Kelli Breanne, December 4; Kent and 
Lori Herbel, Bethany congregation, Thomas, 
Okla. 
Herr: Nicholas Conrad, November 24; Michael 
and Naomi Herr, Cross Roads congregation, Mt. 
Joy, Pa. 
Hoffman: Erika Renee, October 14; Chad and 
Wendy (Stone) Hoffman, Conoy congregation, 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 
Hosier: Joseph Merle, November 17; John and 
Linda Hosier, Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflin-
town, Pa. 
La Venice: Nicholas Michael, December 31; 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael La Venice, Lancaster con-
gregation, Pa. 
Marr: William Ronald, January 7; Ronald and 
Aggie (Smit) Marr, Springvale congregation, Ont. 
Redford: Joshua Gregory, October 3; Mr. and 
Mrs. Gregory Redford, Millerfields congregation, 
Columbia, Ky. 
Rotz: Kevin Lynn, December 20; Nelson and 
Debbie Rotz, Air Hill congregation, Chambers-
burg, Pa. 
Shelly: Sabrina Renee, born February 13,1978, 
received July 23, 1979 and Joshua Lee, born June 
2, 1979, received June 5, 1979, both adopted on 
April 26, 1985, by Dallas and Faye Shelly, Red-
land Valley congregation, York Haven, Pa. 
Shenk: Carla Faye, December 27; Daniel and 
Shirley Shenk, Mtshabezi Secondary School, 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. 
Wallick: Mindy Sue, December 16; Jay and 
Lois Wallick, Cross Roads congregation, Mt. Joy, 
Pa. 
Weddings 
Barrick-Lesealleet: Connie Lou, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy T. Lescalleet, and Jeffrey Lynn, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold J . Barrick, October 
26 in the Wesley Brethren in Christ Church, Mt. 
Holly Springs, Pa., with Ernest U. Dohner 
officiating. 
Bowers-Warner: Carolyn, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jimmie Warner, Covington, Oh., and Carl-
ton, son of Harold and Cathy Bowers, Red Lion, 
Pa., October 19 in Coshocton Christian Taberna-
cle with Rev. Harold Bowers, Rev. Paul Dorsey, 
and Rev. Cordell Brown officiating. 
Caldwell-Cook: Brenda Cook and William Cald-
well, December 14 in the Mt. Rock Brethren in 
Christ Church, Shippensburg, Pa., with Rev. 
John Schock performing the ceremony. 
Christophel-Tomps: Kim, daughter of Kenneth 
and Nancy Tomps, Waynesboro, Pa.,and Wayde, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Wayde Christophel, Sr., 
November 2 in the Fairview Ave. Brethren in 
Christ Church, Waynesboro, Pa., with Pastor 
Lynn Thrush officiating. 
Frans-Carpenter: Monica, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Keith Carpenter, and Chris, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dick Frans, all of Thomas, Okla., in the 
Bethany Brethren in Christ Church, December 28 
with Rev. Charles Rickel officiating. 
Horst-Harbach: Carolyn Rae, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Robert Harbach, and Barry Bernell, son 
of Maurice and Norma Horst, December 14 in the 
Chambersburg, Pa., Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker and Rev. Robert 
Harbach officiating. 
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Kessler-Bowman: Kimberly Lane, daughter of 
Billie M. and the late Claudie Bowman, and Wil-
liam J., son of Donovan and Rosemary Kessler, 
December 14 in the Fairview Brethren in Christ 
Church, Englewood, Oh., with Rev. Bob Verno 
officiating. 
Stickley-Bauman: Kathy Faye, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Bauman, and Wayne John Stickley, 
both of Listowell, Ont., September 28 in the Mis-
sionary Church, Listowell, with Rev. Henry Run-
hart officiating. 
William-Alexander: Punitha Alexander and 
Robert William, December 21 in the Calvary 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Middletown, Pa. 
Obituaries 
Bookwalter: Esther M. Bookwalter, 79, of Mif-
flintown, Pa., died December 2,1985, at Hartville, 
Ohio. Born May 4, 1906, she was a daughter of the 
late Cloyd and Jennie Hendricks Benner. Surviv-
ing are her husband, Norman Bookwalter; two 
sons, Norman and Elroy; a sister, Ruth Smith; five 
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. She 
was a member of the Evangelical Methodist 
Church, Oakland Mills. Services were held at 
Yeisley Funeral Home with Rev. M. Eugene 
Heidler officiating. Interment was in Richmond 
Union Cemetery. 
Heilntan: Elizabeth Trautwein Heilman, born 
in Clay County, Ks„ died January 12, 1986, Pas-
adena, Calif. She was a former member of the 
Pasadena Brethren in Christ Church. She is sur-
vived by a daughter, Ardys Beverage, and a son, 
Richard Heilman. The funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder. Interment 
was at Mountain View Cemetery. 
Dohner: Ruth E. Dohner, 67, died February 6, 
1985, at Messiah Village, Pa. Surviving are her 
husband, Rev. Ernest U. Dohner; three daughters, 
Marilyn E. Howe of Des Moines, Iowa, Darlene 
R. Wingert of Lebanon, Pa., and Carole J. Grum-
bine of Gettysburg, Pa.; a brother, Chester G. 
Eckman of Upland, Calif.; a sister, Ida E. Davis of 
Ashland, Ohio; and six grandchildren. She was a 
member of the Wesley Brethren in Christ Church, 
Boiling Springs, Pa., where her husband pastors. 
Services were held in the Grantham Brethren in 
Christ Church with Bishop H. Frank Kipe, Rev. 
S. Lane Hostetter, Rev. Rowland Prouse, Rev. 
Charles Burgard, and Rev. John Fries officiating. 
Burial was in Grantham Memorial Park. 
Heise: Edgar C. Heise, born October 17, 1895, 
Hamblin, Ks., died January 11, 1986, in Hesperia, 
Calif. He was married to Esther Lenhert, 1919, 
who died in 1925, and Anna Wingerd, 1927, who 
died in 1984. He is survived by four sons: Dr. 
Jesse, Pitsburg, Oh., Dr. Alvin, New Madison, 
Oh., Willard, Upland, Calif., and Lorin, Ontario, 
Calif. He was a member of the Upland Brethren in 
Christ Church. Officiating at the funeral were Rev. 
John Snook and Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder. 
Entombment was at Bellevue Mausoleum. 
Hilsher: Anna Mae Hilsher, Elizabethtown, 
Pa., born February 24, 1912, died December 21, 
1985. She was the daughter of the late Christian D. 
and Bertha Oberholtzer, and the wife of Leroy S. 
Hilsher who preceded her in death in March, 1965. 
Surviving are two daughters: Arlene, wife of Stan-
ley M. Ober, and Linda, wife of James A. Germak, 
both of the Elizabethtown area. Also surviving are 
2 sons, Richard of Port Trevortoni Pa., and James 
O., Pickle Lake, Ont.; 16 grandchildren, 2 broth-
ers, and 2 sisters. She was a member of the Conoy 
congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., where the fu-
Beyene Malatu, worker with Mennonite Mission in Ethiopia (left) and a representa-
tive of the Southern Baptist Church in Ethiopia display some of the Michigan beans 
shipped by MCC to the Northern Shoa region in 1985. This is one example of MCC's 
material assistance in Africa in 1985. 
A new slide set, "Relief Aid to Africa: An MCC Report," provides an update on needs 
in Africa and how Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches have responded 
through MCC. 
The 40-frame, 8-minute slide set with cassette narration is available for free loan 
from any MCC office. 
neral service was conducted by Rev. Kenneth L. 
Engle. Interment was at the Conoy Church 
Cemetery. 
Plum: Violet Rowena Cornelia Plum, born 
March 22,1891, in Superior, Wis., died November 
21, 1985, in the Kindersley Union Hospital, Sask. 
She was the daughter of George and Minnie Bril-
linger. She was preceded in death by her husband 
Howard in February 1963, and two sons, John in 
July 1926, and Alvin in June 1985, as well as two 
sisters and one brother. She is survived by five 
daughters: Olive Johnson, Grace Chaplin, Minnie 
Dyck, Catherine MacDonald, and Darlene St. 
Cyr; four sons, Ernal, Ronald, Willis, and Ken-
neth. Also surviving are 26 grandchildren and 34 
great-grandchildren. She was a member of the 
Kindersley Brethren in Christ Church. This past 
summer Mrs. Plum was honored at the town's 
75th anniversary celebration as being Kindersley's 
oldest pioneer. The funeral service was conducted 
on November 25 in the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance Church by Allen Johnson, pastor of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. Interment followed in 
the Kindersley Cemetery. 
Sechrist: Donald W. Sechrist of Red Lion, Pa., 
born May 5, 1925, died December 31, 1985. He 
was a member of the Pleasant View congregation. 
Pa. Surviving are his wife, Betty; one daughter; 
three sons; four grandchildren; his mother, Mary; 
four brothers; and three sisters. Pastor Harold 
Bowers conducted the funeral service. Interment 
was at Bethlehem Methodist Cemetery, Red Lion. 
Shetter: Delbert L. Shetter, 65, of Shippens-
burg, Pa., born January 26, 1920, died November 
14, 1985, at Carlisle Hospital. He was a son of the 
late Benjamin I. and Margaret M. Davis Shetter. 
He was married to the former Catherine E. Gettel 
who survives. Also surviving are a son, Harold W.; 
two sisters, Mrs. Theda Heishman, Harrisonburg, 
Va., and Mrs. Gladys Lehman, Chambersburg, 
Pa.; a brother, Huber D. of Chambersburg; two 
grandsons, and a number of nieces and nephews. 
Mr. Shetter was a member of the Mowersville 
congregation, Newburg, Pa. Services were held at 
the Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church, Cham-
bersburg, with Rev. Barton Starr, Rev. Kenneth 
Hoke, and Rev. Larry T. Jones officiating. Inter-
ment was in Air Hill Cemetery. 
Silknitter: David C. Silknitter, 34, Union, Oh., 
died November 16, 1985. He is survived by his 
parents, Carl and Donna Silknitter, a daughter, 
Christina, a sister, and a brother. He was a 
member of the Fairview Brethren in Christ 
Church, Englewood, Oh., where the funeral ser-
vice was conducted by Rev. Bob Verno. Interment 
was in Fairview Cemetery. 
ctpn by Step-' 
• anew 15-minute slide set about two 
Mennonite Central Committee U S Urban 
Ministries Office service and employment 
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The "zero-balance" church 
by Paul Hostetler 
Pastor Dale H. Engle of the Cross Roads Church in 
Mount Joy, Pennsylvania, always invites the church treas-
urer, Parke Lefever, to one session of each membership 
class. The purpose is to tell prospective members about 
congregational finances, with special attention being given 
to money sent to ministries away from the local church. 
In a recent session Parke explained that the policy at 
Cross Roads is to enter each new year with a "zero-
balance." Among other things, this means that any budget 
surplus is given to the regional and general ministries of the 
brotherhood—that is, to Cooperative Ministries. One per-
son in the class, new to the Brethren in Christ Church, was 
amazed. In his former church large balances were carried 
into the next year. 
Because of their way of doing things, the Cross Roads 
Parke Lefever, left, treasurer at Cross Roads Church, 
points out the 1985 budget surplus to Pastor Dale H. Engle. 
people ended the year in an exciting, upbeat way! It hap-
pened that they had $11,000 left over as of December 31, 
1985. Following their policy, they gave it all to Cooperative 
Ministries. When I learned about this from Don Zook, 
Executive Director of the Board for World Missions, I 
made an appointment to talk to Pastor Engle and Treasurer 
Lefever. Because of busy schedules, we met at a restaurant 
in Elizabethtown on a January Saturday. 
After we ordered our food, I learned that the 1985 
receipts at Cross Roads amounted to $128,000, of which 
$33,000 was earmarked for Cooperative Ministries. Parke's 
calculator quickly showed that this was 26 percent of the 
budget. When the $11,000 surplus was added to that, the 
total of $44,000, came to more than 34 percent of the budget 
on Dale's calculator (yes, he had one too!). 
"So, what's the story behind those figures," I asked. One 
thing they mentioned was their Cooperative Ministries Bul-
letin Board. "It used to be our missions bulletin board," 
Pastor Dale explained. "It seemed reasonable to us that the 
whole mission of the church through its varied ministries 
should be emphasized, so we made the change. It has 
worked very well." 
Each church ministry is given special emphasis during the 
course of the year, with a pie-graph showing how much that 
ministry is receiving. However, space is reserved for current 
reports from all the ministries. That combination, it seems 
to me, is hard to beat. 
"How often do you give a financial report to your peo-
ple?" I queried. It was no surprise to discover that a full 
financial update is given each month. Both pastor and 
treasurer stressed that a well-informed giver is likely to be a 
generous giver. 
Pastor Engle noted that information items from the Stew-
ardship and Finance Office by way of letters, bulletin 
inserts, Evangelical Visitor announcements, and the Bishop's 
newsletters have been helpful. "Two things really caught my 
attention: first, the need to cut back on ministries because of 
insufficient funds; and second, the fact that even if all 
congregations met their 1985 budgets, only about 65 per-
cent of approved regional and general budget needs would 
be met." He went on to say that he "really stressed those 
points as we neared the end of 1985." 
Parke asked me if any congregations have reduced their 




Final figures are not yet available at this date (Jan. 24), 
but it appears that total Cooperative Ministries contribu-
tions in 1985 for General Conference Ministries, including 
designated and direct giving, amounted to about $2,640,000. 
This is 88 percent of the $3,000,000 approved budget. The 
receipts were nearly $100,000 above 1984 contributions. 
giving to Cooperative Ministries, and if so, why? I pointed 
out two things. First, building programs have caused some 
churches to decrease Cooperative Ministries giving. Second, 
adding associate pastors and other staff has also been a 
factor. 
Pastor Dale then stated that serious consideration is 
being given to the need of an associate pastor at Cross 
Roads. "We are looking into ways," he shared, "to increase 
our budget by the needed amount. We do not want our 
move to adversely affect Cooperative Ministries." 
Other good encouragements to their people have been: 
sending hand-written thank you notes to those who give 
under special circumstances; and tithing the receipts of their 
Heritage Festival (which raised money for their building 
fund) and giving that tenth to Cooperative Ministries. 
We were almost on our way out of the door when another 
factor emerged. Earlier in our conversation Pastor Engle 
had stated that "We educate people by our actions." His 
point was really hammered home when I learned that he, at 
the beginning of each year, shares with his people how much 
he plans to contribute during the year. 
What could be more revealing? What could be more 
helpful? I have a feeling that each year some of his flock go 
home and rearrange their giving priorities. 
(P.S.: I just heard of the unusually generous giving to 
Cooperative Ministries by a Canadian Conference congre-
gation. Hopefully, the story can be shared with you soon.) 
A Cooperative Ministries Response 
Don Zook, executive director of the Board for World 
Missions, was asked to express thanks to the Cross Roads 
congregation on behalf of Cooperative Ministries. He 
wrote: 
When you are giving to Cooperative Ministries, you are 
investing in the future for Cross Roads congregation. 
1). You are providing support for skilled and competent 
people like Ken Letner, who provides training and 
resource materials for Sunday School and Christian 
Ed workers; 
2). You are providing scholarship money to those attend-
ing seminary and who will be pastoring Brethren in 
Christ churches in the coming years; 
3). You are supporting people like Dale Shaw, who will 
be leading a workshop on evangelism on the Friday 
afternoon of our Regional Conference in March; 
4). You are providing support for bishops like John 
Byers who has a responsibility to be a pastor to your 
pastor and his family and who can help you in your 
search for a responsible person to assume responsibil-
ity as associate pastor; 
5). You are investing in the ministries of overseas mis-
sions, helping missionaries learn to depend upon 
God. Some day those missionaries will return to Penn-
sylvania and be part of your congregational minis-
tries, and they will be more effective workers because 
of the lessons God has taught them overseas. You are 
also investing in the training and developing of 
national church leaders, who some day may come and 
serve as evangelists and trainers of American Chris-
tians. 
6). You are putting some of the Lord's money into the 
fulfilling of the Great Commission—to go into the 
world and preach the Gospel to all peoples, making 
disciples and teaching them to obey Christ's com-
mand. When we obey God's commands, we have 
more joy and will grow as a congregation. 
7). You are spending some of your money for a cause 
greater than your own needs. And that is good for us. 
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and 
whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it 
(Matt. 16:25). 
Thank you for your partnership in Brethren in Christ 
ministries—especially for this large extra contribution to 
Cooperative Ministries. The Lord and your church leader-
ship knows the gap between budget and receipts this year. 




Day Book & Chapter 
2. Empathy 
s • 1 Proverbs 21:2 
s • 2 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
M • 3 Hebrews 13:1-3 
T • 4 Hebrews 2:17-18 
w • 5 Hebrews 4:14-16 
T • 6 John 8:1-11 
3. Actions reflecting 
understanding 
F • 7 1 Kings 3:3-13 
S • 8 Proverbs 11:12; 12:11; 
17:27-28; 20:5; 28:16 
B. Relating to differences 
1. Recognizing differences 
S • 9 1 Corinthians 12:1-6 
M • 10 Hebrews 11:32-40 
T D 11 Luke 7:24-34 
w • 12 John 21:18-25 
2. Dangers of differences 
T • 13 1 Corinthians 1:4-13 
F • 14 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
S • 15 2 Corinthians 10:12-18 
3. Accepting differences 
S • 16 Romans 15:1-7 
M • 17 Romans 14:1-9 









• • • • • • • • • 
Accommodating Others 






1 Corinthia i ns 8:1-13 
Romans 12:3-15 
2. Accommodating non-believers 
22 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 
23 Acts 4:13-22 
3. Accommodating believers 
24 Acts 16:1-5 
25 Galatians 5:1-6 
26 Galatians 2:11-21 
27 Galatians 1:6-10 
D. Judging Others 
• • • • 






Day Book & Chapter 
2. Understanding more than 
T • 1 
appearance 
1 Samuel 16:1-7 
w • 2 John 7:14-24 
T • 3 John 8:13-19 
F • 4 John 5:24-30 
S • 5 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
3. Using discernment 
Matthew 7:15-20 S • 6 
M • 7 1 Corinthians 2:9-16 
T • 8 James 3:13-18 
W • 9 Hebrews 5:12-14 
T • 10 Galatians 6:1-5 
This informative outline on interpersonal relation-
ships and all Scripture references are taken from the 
Love One Another Bible study; ©Churches Alive, 
1978, used by permission. 
If you find these readings helpful, we recommend 
the seven-book study series, suited for individual 
and/or group study. For a free brochure, contact: 
Churches Alive International 
Box 3800, San Bernardino, CA 92413 
PO BOX 28, WHEATON. ILLINOIS 60189 
Holiness Unto the Lord: The Story of 
Roxbury Holiness Camp, by E. Morris 
Sider. Nappanee, In.: Evangel Press, 
1985. Paper, 137 pages. Reviewed by 
Arthur Climenhaga. 
The stories of holiness camp meetings 
constitute a major part of the history of 
many denominations in North America, 
especially those churches in which preach-
ment of the doctrine and experience of 
entire sanctification and the spirit-filled 
life plays such a significant role. To 
know the history of such encampments 
is to understand the life of the denomi-
nations of which they are a part. Where 
a denominational holiness camp or 
camps have demonstrated life and enter-
prise, one notes that the parent body 
also shows signs of strength, enterprise 
and growth. 
The Brethren in Christ Church has 
experienced significant growth in the 
past several decades. The church's pro-
gram continues to attract many as they 
consider a denominational home. While 
other factors could be suggested to 
explain this attraction and growth, a 
number of our leaders including this 
writer feel that the holiness camp meet-
ing programs of the past five decades are 
one of the major positives leading to 
such enterprise. Therefore, at the point 
of the fiftieth anniversary celebration of 
the first holiness camp in the brother-
hood, Roxbury Holiness Camp, it is fit-
ting that a book is written describing 
historically and analyzing the inception, 
founding, development and current situa-
tion of this camp. 
E. Morris Sider is the most prolific 
and one of the most outstanding writers 
of historical studies in the Brethren in 
Christ, whether past or present. A pro-
fessor of history at Messiah College and 
denominational archivist, Dr. Sider has 
26 
just produced a book whose subtitle 
states the content—The Story of Rox-
bury Holiness Camp. The main title in 
biblical phrasing expresses the spirit of 
the story—Holiness Unto the Lord. 
A captivating quality is to be found 
right at the start as Dr. Sider digs into 
the roots of the holiness camp phenom-
enon. The spirit of Roxbury did not 
start with the camp's founding in 1936; it 
is to be seen in the sweeping holiness 
revivalism of the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth century. Sider sketches 
this movement up to the times of revival 
in the early thirties out of which the 
mid '30s formation of Roxbury Camp 
arose. A little town, Roxbury, nestled 
up against the Blue Mountain Ridge of 
the Alleghenies, and a modest dance hall 
became the focus for the camp's found-
ing. 
Sider then moves from early camp 
days to the more permanent develop-
ments in building and programs. In it all 
one remembers the dictum, "History is 
biography writ large." And so Sider 
sketches the several leading personali-
ties involved, names known today as 
bishops, evangelists, administrators, and 
missionaries in the brotherhood over 
the past fifty years. 
The influence of Roxbury Camp has 
been wider, however, than just one 
denomination. Heartwarming is Sider's 
account of a Methodist minister who 
driving past the camp stopped to see 
what was going on. The result, he came 
forward to pray and "returned home to 
preach holiness to his people the next 
day." 
This reviewer feels that Dr. Sider has 
done an excellent historical analysis for 
a major reason. The reporting is emi-
nently objective. Stories of problems at 
the camp, especially in early days, which 
could have blown up in negative fashion 
are treated with insight and sympathetic 
understanding. Thus the positive side of 
strong personalities, of emotional expe-
riences, of unusual leadings attributed 
to the Holy Spirit are presented in a way 
that shows the body being built rather 
than destroyed. Where some would have 
been inclined to be critical, Sider has 
shown a warm sense of the Lord's body 
growing in the faith. 
This book is must reading for all from 
east to midwest to west, from south to 
north. In it all readers will find the 
genius of the Brethren in Christ at work 
as this church endeavors to "follow 
peace with all men, and holiness, with-
out which no man shall see the Lord" 






Guatemala: third-world culture 
a pleasant surprise 
"It made me see that American life 
isn't the only way. Even though we tend 
to look down on third-world countries, 
a lot of them are really happy, maybe 
more so than we are here," said Naomi 
Paine (Grantham, Pa., congregation), 
one of 28 Messiah students that spent 
January in Guatemala. 
The cross-cultural experience did more 
for most students than earn them four 
credits. The students widened their hori-
zons. "It feels good to have contacts in 
another part of the world," Paine said. 
She plans to write to the Hispanic family 
she stayed with in Santa Cruz del Quiche. 
Although she only knew a little Span-
ish, Paine, a junior art major, said she 
"felt like family after five days." The 
family had three children, who were 
harder to communicate with than were 
their parents. But she used her love of 
animals to break the ice. "They had a 
dog and cat, and the kids loved them, so 
it helped us to communicate with the 
kids just by petting the animals, and 
asking what their names were." 
The students also stayed in politically-
unstable Guatemala City. Paine said 
that before the trip, she was a little 
scared about getting too close to war 
zones, but that things weren't as she had 
feared. "We didn't see any guerrillas. 
Everyone there said things have gotten a 
lot better in the last three years. I don't 
think of Central America as a war-torn 
place anymore. There were more sol-
diers than there are here, but they are 
real friendly." 
The students were led by David Par-
kyn, associate professor of religion, and 
his wife Linda, instructor in Spanish. 
Scot Harman (Locust Grove congrega-
tion, Pa.) was another of the students 
making the trip. 
Basinger brothers edit 
"four views" book 
Dr. Randall Basinger, associate pro-
fessor of philosophy at Messiah, and his 
brother David, who holds the same title 
at Roberts Wesleyan College in Roches-
ter, N.Y., have co-edited a book in the 
"four views" series published by Inter-
Varsity Press. It is titled Predestination 
and Free Will: Four Views of Divine 
Sovereignty and Human Freedom. 
The Basingers provide an introduc-
tion, and then present the views of John 
Feinberg, Norman Geisler, Bruce Rei-
chenbach and Clark Pinnock. "It's about 
the age-old problem of reconciling God's 
sovereignty to human freedom," ex-
plained Randy Basinger, who has been 
attending the Grantham congregation 
for three years. 
"In our introduction, we concentrate 
on two main areas: first, the theoretical 
aspects of the problem, and then, how 
the answer to the puzzle affects daily 
life." The editors decline to side with one 
particular view, but instead provide an 
overview of the problem and then pre-
sent four ways that it may begin to be 
rationalized. 
The book, which contains 177 pages 
and sells for $6.95, came off the press in 
January, just weeks before Randy 
Basinger put it to use as a text for his 
Philosophy of Religion course this spring. 
National English Honor Society 
chapter formed 
Sigma Tau Delta, the National Eng-
lish Honor Society, has accepted a 
request from Messiah's Department of 
Language, Literature and Fine Arts to 
form a local chapter. The new chapter, 
named Alpha Upsilon, includes four 
Brethren in Christ English majors among 
its nine members. They are Karen Bru-
baker, a senior from Arcanum, OH; Jef-
frey Garis, a junior from Hatfield, PA; 
Jeanne Hess, a junior from Lancaster, 
PA; and Douglas Slaymaker, a senior 
from Grantham, PA. The chapter is 
advised by department chairman Dr. 
Paul Nisly. 
Grants, endowment received 
In the last several months, it was 
announced that Messiah College will 
receive a total of approximately $337,000 
in grants and an endowment for use in 
various areas. 
The endowment is a gift of $100,000 
from an anonymous donor for a summer 
missions fund. The fund will produce 
income to provide grants in aid to stu-
dents serving a summer in a ministry 
program. "Our hope is that we would 
have as many as 50 students per summer 
involved, beginning in 1987," said Eldon 
Fry, director of campus ministries at 
Messiah. "There will be a year's lag for 
the interest to accrue in order to draw 
from the endowment." 
One of the grants is for faculty devel-
opment in the humanities, given to the 
13 schools in the Christian College Con-
sortium by the J. Howard Pew Freedom 
Trust of Philadelphia. Each school will 
receive about $138,000. The funds will 
be channeled into three main areas: writ-
ing, ethics, and the internationalizing of 
the curriculum. In the third area, Mes-
siah will be taking a look at ways of 
making the College more aware of the 
rest of the world, particularly in the 
areas of business and political science. 
The second grant is for the purchase 
and upgrading of institutional equip-
ment, provided as part of a $ 16.5 million 
fund allotted to the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Education. Messiah's share, 
based on enrollment figures, is approx-
imately $99,000. 
Millie Dienert to address 
women's auxiliary 
Internationally-known Bible teacher 
and women's speaker Millie Dienert will 
be the guest speaker for the annual Mes-
siah College Women's Auxiliary lunch-
eon at noon on Saturday, March 15. 
Known for her dynamic, biblically-
based messages relating life as a com-
mitted Christian to life in the modern 
world, Mrs. Dienert speaks to thou-
sands of women each year in various 
settings—whether it be at a Washing-
ton, D.C. breakfast meeting of the wives 
of U.S. governors, or an outdoor gather-
ing on the wide plains of Africa. She 
speaks of their married or single situa-
tions, their personal dreams or goals, 
and their anxieties and insecurities. Then 
she relates how the Creator fits into all 
these facets of life. 
Kuhn, Oratorio, Marty also scheduled 
Senior citizens activist Maggie Kuhn, 
founder of the Gray Panthers, will speak 
at Messiah at 8 p.m. Friday, March 21, 
as part of the Susquehanna Valley 
Lyceum series. 
The Grantham Oratorio Society will 
present Mendelssohn's St. Paul at 3 
p.m. Sunday, March 23. The work is a 
dramatic telling of events such as the 
stoning of Stephen and the conversion 
of Saul. 
Dr. Martin E. Marty, professor of 
church history at the University of Chi-
cago, will give the first yearly install-
ment in Messiah's Lectureship on Reli-
gion and Society at 8 p.m. Thursday, 
April 3. 
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Releasing Women to Serve 
A man who has been a church leader 
for a long time recently confided in me 
his frustration. He said that he is com-
mitted to asking women to serve on 
denominational and regional boards and 
committees, but when he does, they 
often refuse. He questioned whether 
women have any right to complain 
about not being proportionately repre-
sented in leadership positions if they 
refuse to accept the opportunity to serve 
when it is given to them. 
I understood his frustration, and 
agreed that there is a certain inconsis-
tency in women who want equal treat-
ment but who aren't willing to do the 
work it requires. But I also pointed out 
that many women, however much they 
want to serve and want to be considered 
on an equal basis with men, often lack 
the courage, self-confidence, and expe-
rience to risk serving in unfamiliar roles. 
Also, because they traditionally shoulder 
most of the at-home responsibility for 
their children and in increasing numbers 
are also working outside the home, 
many women are unable to work out the 
logistics of leaving home to attend de-
nominational meetings. They have spe-
cial problems men have usually not had. 
In the past, women stayed home 
while their husbands went off to do the 
work of the church. The men who 
served as bishops, administrators, and 
board members were able to do so 
because their wives took care of every-
thing at home while they were away. 
Things are changing, however. Many 
men in church leadership are much 
more sensitive to the damaging effects of 
their frequent absences from home. 
Many women, whether they work out-
side the home or not, are no longer will-
ing to leave church leadership to their 
husbands or to bury their own gifts. 
They want an equal opportunity to 
serve. 
Church structures have not always 
kept pace with these changing dynam-
ics. I think we are officially committed 
to involving women in every level of 
church life, but we haven't thought care-
fully enough about what changes this 
will require in the way we do our 
business. 
The 1984 General Conference focused 
the problem for some delegates who 
were also mothers of young children. 
They were expected to attend every bus-
iness session of conference, including 
the early morning theme sermons and 
small group discussions. Those sessions 
began at 8:15, but child care only began 
at 9:00. Then, even though business 
lasted until noon, parents were asked to 
pick up their children at 11:30. The end 
result was that women—more than men— 
bore the burden of juggling business ses-
sions with child care schedules. One 
woman gave up the theme sermons 
entirely. Another, whose husband was 
at work, brought her child with her to 
business sessions when there was no 
child care available. They managed, but 
it was not ideal. 
I use this example not to single out 
General Conference planners. They have 
a difficult job and do it well every two 
years. But I think that this dramatically 
illustrates the issue. For a long time the 
church has been run by men who have 
depended on their wives to take care of 
the children, and so they aren't always 
aware that a problem exists. Now that 
more women are also serving as dele-
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and committee members, we'll need to 
work at finding helpful ways to care for 
the special needs this creates. 
What can we do? To begin with, 
many husbands and wives are working 
at these issues at home. When marriage 
is an equal partnership, it is just as 
important for the wife to develop her 
own skills and identity apart from the 
family as it is for the husband. Both 
partners are committed to helping each 
other to use whatever gifts they have and 
to making whatever adjustments are 
necessary to make that possible. That 
means, for example, that the husband is 
willing to assume responsibility for child 
care and housework in order for the wife 
to be able to serve on a denominational 
board. It doesn't sound like a big deal, 
but for many families it means a major 
shift in assumptions and behavior pat-
terns. 
The church can help, too. Within a 
local church community, families can 
help each other by sharing child care 
responsibilities so that women can leave 
home periodically to serve the church. 
Perhaps a congregation can specifically 
commit itself to helping women serve in 
whatever way they choose. At the Gen-
eral Conference level, we can hire people 
to provide complete child care services, 
just as we are already paying for other 
conference amenities. Above all, the 
entire church must be committed to 
searching for creative ways to help every-
one minister in the way they feel called. 
This will not be easy; there will be 
inconveniences and we might have to 
sacrifice efficiency for awhile. Some will 
question whether women ought to aspire 
to leadership roles at all. Some will 
argue that women should not be given 
special treatment, or that our children 
will suffer from neglect. I believe, how-
ever, that it's worth the effort to over-
come these objections. The church will 
be enriched and strengthened as we 
release women to use their gifts in 
ministry. 
Phoebe 
28 Evangelical Visitor 
7jnes!ms_ 
Dear Paul, 
I imagined I was Timothy. The mail 
had just arrived and there was this letter 
postmarked "Rome." I tore it open ea-
gerly and read every word with care. 
Then I read it again to get a better per-
spective of your thinking. As I did I felt 
your conviction that sound doctrine 
amounts to more than we often realize. 
I don't know how Timothy responded 
to your first letter when he got it, but as I 
read I thought of my own involvement 
in our church, and of our pastor and our 
deacon and Sunday school teachers. 
Then I thought of those who serve our 
denomination as bishops and administra-
tors and board members. The letter 
seems to be written to all of us who serve 
in some way in our churches and take 
our service seriously. What I hear you 
saying, Paul, is that doctrine—the way 
we think about God, ourselves, and our 
world—is very crucial. We need to think 
right! But that is not all. There are a lot 
of people who do good, logical, clear 
thinking about doctrine and then have 
serious difficulty knowing how that doc-
trine is to impact their living. What you 
said about the relationship between think-
ing and doing is certainly essential for 
20th century Brethren in Christ. 
There is a hopeful sign though, Paul. 
The Brethren in Christ have decided to 
give special attention to our doctrinal 
statements. In an effort called Renewal 
2000 Phase II, a task force will be grap-
pling with Bible truth to state it in ways 
that speak clearly to our church as it 
faces the 21st century. Recently a mem-
ber of that task force was describing to 
me some of the concerns to be faced. As 
I heard him talk, it became apparent 
that this is no mere perfunctory exercise. 
Our statements of doctrine are, after all, 
heart issues. They are both form and 
function for us, as you apparently in-
tended they should be in the church at 
Ephesus where you instructed Timothy 
in the matter of doctrine. As I read and 
reread your letter to Timothy, it seemed 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
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that this could be a superb guide for the 
Brethren in Christ as we sharpen our 
doctrinal statements by way of Renewal 
2000 Phase II. 
I love the way you urged Timothy to 
turn people from false doctrine. You 
seemed to have a strong conviction that 
this effort to focus on sound doctrine 
would result in loving deeds, purity of 
heart, right living, and faith that works 
(1 Timothy 1:5). I really don't believe the 
situation for us is nearly as bad as it was 
at Ephesus where you and Timothy 
both struggled with teachers of false 
doctrine. But I wonder if our problem is 
in thinking that doctrine is primarily a 
matter of statements. Somehow I have 
The relationship 
between thinking and 
doing is certainly 
essential for 20th 
century Christians. 
often thought of "good doctrine" as 
clear, precise statements that express the 
truth about God, and "bad doctrine" as 
those statements that are garbled or 
watered down. But reading the first 
chapter of your letter to Timothy shows 
how bland, lifeless, one-dimensional— 
even dangerous—that view is. I read in 
verse 11 about the "glorious gospel" and 
I began to think: "now that is something 
with depth and vibrance. Gospel? This I 
can get excited about." Then I read the 
context and discovered that you equate 
the glorious gospel with sound doctrine. 
I marvel at the power of that equation— 
if I understand you correctly. Aren't you 
really saying that we preach the glorious 
gospel when we declare the whole truth 
(sound doctrine) about God? And 
doesn't it follow, then, that when we 
write statements of doctrine that are 
sound, those very statements have in-
herent in them the power and drama of 
the glorious, saving, sanctifying, ener-
gizing gospel?! 
Paul, I have a feeling that if that single 
truth were to captivate those who serve 
on the task force and write doctrinal 
statements, and if it permeates all of the 
rest of us who eventually will vote them 
into our manual—brother, we are on 
the threshold of sweeping revival! Re-
newal 2000 will have a depth and vitality 
that can carry us well into the next 
century—and perhaps beyond—if 
Christ's coming is delayed. Maybe we 
Brethren in Christ, small though we are, 
have come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this! 
If chapter one is revolutionizing, 
chapter two is energizing! In chapter 1 
you instructed Timothy to focus on 
sound doctrine because it is the back-
bone of the glorious gospel (with its lov-
ing deeds and heart purity and right 
living and working faith). When you 
began chapter two by saying, "I urge, 
then, first of all . . . / 'somehow I didn't 
expect you to identify prayer as the first 
priority in reaching the goal of sound 
doctrine. But there it is. And the more I 
think about it, the more clear it becomes: 
this is indeed the one ingredient that will 
breathe vibrant life into Renewal 2000 
Phase II. And I have a feeling you 
weren't thinking of merely praying for 
Aunt Martha's gallstones or Bob's mal-
functioning car when you called Timothy 
to "first of all . . . pray" (1 Timothy 
2:1-8). In fact, you called for people 
everywhere, godly people, to use all 
means and methods and styles of prayer 
to pray for everyone. You urged that 
they pray for the big issues—peace, 
holiness, world leaders—all in the inter-
est of salvation and sound doctrine. 
Frank C. Laubach, the kind of 20th cen-
tury apostle you would have liked, 
wrote a powerful little book called 
Prayer, the Mightiest Force in the 
World. In it he said, "We can do more 
for the world with prayer than if we 
could walk into Whitehall, London or 
the Kremlin in Moscow, and tell those 
men what to do—far more!" 
Can you imagine, Paul, what can 
happen to us and our world of we make 
prayer the real issue in Renewal 2000? 
(Well actually, I guess you don't need to 
imagine—weren't you in Jerusalem 
when a prayer meeting broke loose and 
turned the world upside down?!) The 
book of Acts is surely a reminder of the 
awesome power of prayer. 
By the time I was finished with chap-




The Christian Peacemakers Team 
(December '85, p. 21) sounds like an 
interesting super-idealistic idea. Not 
knowing a lot about it, I'll withhold 
further comment. 
Of course, we're expecting the first 
three Brethren in Christ volunteers to 
be—you guessed it: Ronald J. Sider, 
Owen H. Alderferand R. Donald Shafer. 
Otherwise, the church is like the Prime 
Ministers and Presidents who wage war 
with others' lives. 
Leonard J. Chester 
Agincourt, Ontario 
Cuba 
It is not my intention or desire to 
criticize Roy Sider's trip to Cuba and his 
ensuing report (January Visitor). I would 
sincerely hope that such a report so 
favorable and open to the Christian 
church and missions is an accurate pic-
ture of the true attitude of Cuban politi-
cal authority. Its positiveness will be 
cause for many to rejoice. 
But Jesus in Mt. 10:16 says we should 
be not only "harmless as doves" but also 
"wise as serpents." Is this a ploy directed 
f rom perhaps even beyond Cuban 
authority to foment even more criticism 
of our government on the part of reli-
gious leaders in our country? What we 
know about Cuba and the anti-Christian 
forces that have been at work there 
should not get buried in the optimism of 
our evangelical zeal. We do not refer to 
the Cuban people themselves when we 
say it could be that we are in the midst of 
the "wolves" referred to in that same 
verse. 
Let's rejoice over and even take all 
opportunities presented to us to spread 
the gospel of Christ. But let's not be 
deluded into being dupes in the hands of 
those who would have us serve a pur-
pose totally inimical to our gospel. 
Millard Herr 
Upland, Calif. 
New "life timer" 
Thank you for sending me the current 
Visitor and also fulfilling my request to 
receive the back issues of last fall, which 
Onesimus . . . 
from page 29 
ter two, I was so excited, Paul, I wanted 
to go right back to my friend who serves 
on the Renewal 2000 task force and 
share these two dynamic observations: 
(1) giving attention to clear, true doc-
trine really makes the glorious gospel 
more tangible and accessible and dynam-
ic, and (2) prayer is the first and most 
potent priority to be considered when 
dealing with doctrine. Then I read the 
third chapter in your letter to Timothy 
where you talk about leaders. And if I 
hear what you are saying, Paul, it is that 
sound doctrine will never get off the 
ground . . . sorry, I guess that is a 
metaphor that belongs to our century of 
powered flight and space shuttles. In 
other words, sound doctrine will never 
blossom into the glorious gospel unless 
church leaders are careful to model it in 
practical ways. You really spelled out 
some everyday issues for deacons, 
bishops, elders, etc. So I wasn't sure if I 
should go to my friend on the task force. 
You see, he is a leader in the church, and 
I wouldn't want him to feel like I was 
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coming with any thought that he or the 
rest of the church leaders on the task 
force should "shape up" in this area of 
modeling practical doctrine. 
I am writing to you today partly 
because of my excitement about the 
possibility of your letter being such an 
excellent study guide for our Renewal 
2000 Phase II, and partly because I am 
not sure what to do. Should I just keep 
quiet and avoid the risk of being misun-
derstood by my friend, or should I go to 
him and share with him how I perceive 1 
Timothy as a marvelous study guide for 
the task force and the whole Renewal 
2000 process? I guess for now I'll get 
busy where I know I can—with praying 
for everyone, including our leaders. 
"Prayer, properly understood" said 
W. E. Sangster, "has range and richness 
and sweep. A child can use it, yet the 
profoundest saint cannot bottom it." 
Wanting very much to grow in the 
school of prayer, I am 
Your brother, 
Onesimus 
I missed in our return to Japan. Since 
these arrived this week, I'm using every 
spare minute to "get caught up." Already 
this morning I wrote to George Hos-
tetler and ordered that Brethren in 
Christ emblem pulpit design as pictured 
in the September issue. I hope we can 
use it in our new church building project 
which we hope will materialize in 
1987-88. 
And now my brother, my life may be 
more than half over but as long as I live 
and can read, I want to receive the Vis-
itor. Therefore I thought the best manner 
may be to take out a Lifetime subscrip-
tion. I realize we lucky missionaries get a 
real break on "free" reading, but some-
one is paying the bill. I hope this bit of 
news from the Graybills in Japan will 
help to make your day brighter, too. 
OK? 
John W. Graybill 
Nagoya, Japan 
John is referring to the Airmail Fund, 
which is supported by contributions 
from a number of Visitor readers. Their 
generosity makes it possible for us to 
send the magazine to overseas mission-
aries and selected church leaders. 
John is also joining a growing number 
of readers who are discovering the value 
of a lifetime subscription which benefits 
both the subscriber and the Visitor. The 
cost is only $130 ($160 Canadian). 
Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers Re-
spond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to concise. Letters may be shor-
tened. All letters must be signed. Oc-
casionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed 
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range 
of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Since each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, they do not 
necessarily reflect the official position 




Yes, but is it news? 
The article describing the Christmas program arrived 
too late to receive mention in the February issue of the 
Visitor. And news about a Christmas program is pretty 
stale if it appears in the March issue, I reasoned. By 
March, everyone is ready for Spring. Besides, the color 
photo, while showing some perfectly delightful preschool 
and elementary-aged "angels," may not print very well in 
the magazine. 
But I can't just throw away this church news item. You 
see, I know the congregation—Oak Park, in Des Moines, 
Iowa—well enough to realize that there's a story—a real 
story—behind these few lines. I grew up in Dallas Center, 
25 miles away, and remember attending services in Des 
Moines as a youth. Things were pretty lively then, as I 
recall. Later, when I was on the staff of Brethren in Christ 
Missions, I worked with the regional conference bishop 
in providing some financial assistance to the congrega-
tion, which was going through some depressingly lean 
years. In the late 1970s and early '80s, attendance aver-
aged in the low twenties, dipping into the teens and below 
at one point. There was even serious discussion of selling 
the church and parsonage, and using the assets elsewhere. 
So it really is news for the Des Moines congregation to 
report that 18 Sunday school children presented a 
Christmas musical. And a record number (at least in 
recent memory) of 115 attended the program and the 
cake and coffee fellowship afterward. But that's as far as 
my information goes. I'm sure that Pastor and Mrs. 
Keith Knaak, as well as others in the Oak Park congrega-
tion, could talk for hours, telling the story behind this 
story. 
While we're discussing Iowa, I must also report that 
some good things seem to be happening in my home 
congregation as well. Always a smaller church, in a town 
of 1,000 which had six other churches as well, Dallas 
Center suffered an exodus of young people (like me) who 
scattered across the continent, some going into overseas 
missions assignments. Meanwhile, more and more of the 
remaining members reached, then passed retirement age. 
A few years ago, half seriously, I described my home 
church to someone by saying that the median age of the 
membership was 60, and when our family with three 
children came home to visit, we doubled the children's 
Sunday school department. (While not strictly accurate, 
that description was not too far from the truth.) 
So you can imagine my excitement to learn recently 
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that a New Year's Eve activity sponsored by the Dallas 
Center congregation involved 40 teenagers, with 8 to 10 
teens reportedly attending church activities on a regular 
basis. (That's pretty good for a church that only two years 
ago averaged a Sunday morning attendance in the thir-
ties.) And a week after reading that, Elwyn Hock, who 
also has roots in the Dallas Center congregation, came 
into my office asking, "What's happening at Dallas Cen-
ter? They've ordered 20 copies of the membership man-
ual, On Being Brethren in Christ." I told him about the 
New Year's Eve activity and said that either the church is 
experiencing recent growth, or the pastor has a strong, 
expectant faith. (Or maybe both.) 
I am sure that equally noteworthy things are happen-
ing all across the church. At times I am able to guess 
about the real story behind the bulletin announcement or 
short news item which comes to our offices in Nappanee. 
More often, however, I don't know if there really is more 
to the story than is evident in the brief statement of fact. 
Of course, limitations of time and space would prevent 
us from covering in depth all of the activities reported to 
us. For example, I'm sure every one of the 200-plus 
Brethren in Christ congregations presented a Christmas 
program, with something in some way "special" probably 
happening in nearly each one. But even if we knew a 
tenth of those "stories behind the story," we wouldn't 
have room to publish them all. And there is no news 
value in simply listing all of the congregations which 
presented an annual Christmas program . . . or sweet-
heart banquet . . . or vacation Bible school. We have 
to select what seems to be newsworthy to some degree 
from the information we receive. 
And so it is that we experience the reality of Paul's 
words to the Corinthian Church: "We know in part." 
And, we must add, "we report in part." Our goal, how-
ever, is to improve our coverage of the life and ministry of 
the Brethren in Christ across North America. To do this 
more adequately, we need timely (I repeat, timely), con-
cise (although better to be longer than too short), and 
well-written (yes, they should communicate, although we 
expect to edit) reports from the congregations, which will 
help us share the real news of God at work among us. 
G 
P.S. By the end of March, we expect to mail all pastors a 
set of guidelines for reporting Church News. 
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General Conference 
Information 
General Conference is for the whole family! Activi-
ties will be provided free for children through age 11. 
Different from last time, the children's activities will 
parallel all General Conference sessions except that 
children should be picked up for the noon and evening 
meals at 11:30 and 4:30 respectively. They may be taken 
to their meeting places 15 minutes before the beginning 
of each Conference session. 
A full program for youth age 12 and over is being 
arranged by the Board for Congregational Life, the 
same board which is in charge of the children's pro-
grams. More details on all of these activities will be 
forthcoming, if not already in your hands. 
If you plan to attend either or both the pre-
conference Study Conference on "Interpreting the 
Bible" and the General Conference, be sure to fill in the 
registration forms which appeared in the January issue 
of the Evangelical Visitor. You can get extra copies 
from your pastor, or just make photo copies. Fill out a 
form for each man, woman, and child, and mail it in 
before June 1, 1986. Those attending evening sessions 
only need not register. Please do not send in forms 
which do not have all the requested information filled 
in. 
All arrangements for off-campus lodging will need to 
be made privately. Be sure to make reservations on 
public carriers early because of the holidays. Those 
arriving at the Toronto Airport should send in FORM 
C to arrange for transportation from and to the airport. 
Requests for meeting rooms and display space 
should be directed to the Convention Director. Please 
see the January issue under "General Conference 
Information" for details. 
The General Conference phone number will be 416-
525-9140, with the following extensions: General Secre-
tary's Office, Ext. 2860; Information Booth, Ext. 2861; 
and Convention Director (auditorium platform), Ext. 
2862. 
Display space is available at $10 per 8-foot table. 
Make out the check to General Conference and send 
your request to the Convention Director, indicating if 
an electrical outlet is needed. 
The first Conference session is on Saturday, July 5, at 
1:00 p.m. Registration at Conference is on Friday eve-
ning from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. and on Saturday from 8:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon. The final Conference session is 
scheduled to conclude at noon on Thursday, but recent 
Conferences have needed a Thursday afternoon session. 
People from the U.S. can save about $11 by paying 
for meals and lodging in Canadian funds. Because of 
bank charges, the more people submitting such a check 
together, the better the saving. Contact your local bank 
for details. 
You are welcome to attend the Study Conference on 
the two days before Conference as an observer. The 
registration fee for the Study Conference is $5; however, 
those who are in a Mc Master University residence hall 
for the five nights following (Saturday-Wednesday) can 
have two nights before Conference free (Thursday and 
Friday nights). See the article on the Study Conference 
in the January issue of the Visitor. 
An announcement in the same issue tells about the 
special 200th anniversary celebration in Kitchener on 
Sunday morning, July 6. No service is planned at the 
General Conference site. Transportation is being pro-
vided to Kitchener and back (in time for the noon meal) 
for about $5 for all who request it when they register on 
FORM A. 
Those who wish to attend an area Brethren in Christ 
church on Sunday morning, and who need transporta-
tion, should contact the pastor to see if transportation 
can be arranged. Most churches in southern Ontario are 
within one and a half hours from the Conference site. 
From January through June each Visitor will have 
General Conference Information. You are encouraged 
to keep all these copies available for ready reference. 
For more information, contact Paul Hostetler, Con-
vention Director, Grantham, PA 17027. Phone: (Office) 
717-697-2634, (Home) 717-766-2621. You can leave a 
recorded message at the home number. 
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